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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT 

HOME  
30 May - Pyjama Day 
5 & 12 June Year 4 - Exploring Science 
11-13 June K-6 World of Maths Roadshow  
21 June Year 5/6 – STEM Projects  
Year 5/6 Footsteps Dance Program 
11 & 28 June Preschool - CMAG 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Thursday 19 December 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 

   Thank you from the P&C  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Thanks to our very supportive P&C 
Once again our parent community has been 
busily raising funds to support learning at 
Arawang Primary. 
 
Many thanks to all who assisted with the mini 
fete on Saturday.  Yummy cakes and biscuits, 
coffee, egg and bacon rolls, soup, plants, and  
books for sale and a jumping castle for the 
children, meant that fun was had by all.  Sincere 
thanks to all the helpers and to the families who 
donated goods, set up the seating and assisted in 
many ways for a very happy and successful fete. 
 

Wow Arawang! You are the best! 
We asked a lot of you all over the past few 
weeks with both the Mother’s Day Stall and the 
Election Mini Fete and you delivered. 
Thank you very, very much to everyone who 
has volunteered in any capacity for our two 
biggest events of the year and to everyone 
who supported us by attending our events.  
We have raised significant funds that will 
directly help your child. 

 

mailto:admin@arawangps.act.edu.au
http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/


Cafe 
Thanks to all the parents who have contributed 
to the extra supplies for the café and thanks also 
for those who have paid the $2 per week 
contribution towards the cost of the meals 
produced by the students. 
 
It has been really heart-warming to see the 
number of volunteers who daily come to 
Arawang to support Craig, Alison, Marta and 
Andrea in the café.  Many thanks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dining in Cafe 
 
School Board 
Congratulations to Tim McIntosh on being 
elected as the chair of the School Board.  
Welcome also to Shane Johnson who has also 
been elected as a parent representative on the 
Board.   Mick Roberts, (parent), Lois Cooper 
(community), Vicky Bresnan, Katie Love 
(teachers) and I are the other members of the 
Board. 
 
Annual Professional Discussions 
All teachers in our school have been meeting 
with me to discuss their work and their career 
aspirations.  At these meetings I have continued 
to be impressed by the calibre of the staff.   
 
All teachers in the ACT government schools are 
placed at a school for a period of five years. They 
are then able to transfer to another school in 
order to share their ideas and expertise 
throughout the ACT public education system.  
Due to particular circumstances in a school, 

sometimes teachers have an extended placement 
in a school usually for an additional one or two 
years. 
 
This year, a number of Arawang staff will reach 
their transfer date and will be applying for 
another school in Canberra in the transfer round. 
 
Fantastic Assemblies 
What amazing events our school assemblies have 
been.  There has been such a positive 
atmosphere during these events.  Last Friday the 
year 2, ‘Have a Go’ (Growth mindset) assembly, 
showcased the myriad of activities that occur and 
the learning of these students.  I loved the song 
that the   students sang on ‘having a go’ . . . and 
yes . . it is an ear worm song.  Again my thanks to 
all year 2 students for all their hard work and to 
their teachers, Allyson Gunning, Kate Pentony, 
Linda Simmons and Susan Lance for organising a 
wonderful celebration of children’s learning. 
   
I was also very impressed by respectfulness of 
the students at the ANZAC Day assembly.  It is 
wonderful that students are ‘living’ the PBL 
expectations of BE RESPECTFUL, BE SAFE and BE a 
LEARNER.    

Year 6 students  
 
Next Friday 31 May, the year 4 students will lead 
the Reconciliation assembly.  Please be seated in 
the hall by 9.10am for the 9.15am start. 
 
School Review 
The school is busily preparing for the review 
which will be held between 3-7 June.  Four very 
experience educators will be in the school talking 
to staff, students and parents. 
 



The school is assessed against the goals it set in 
the 2015-2019 Strategic Plan as well as how well  
we are tracking against the National School 
Improvement Tool developed by ACER.  
 
The visiting panel will be taking a big picture look 
at our school through ‘fresh eyes’ and their 
feedback will assist us in our journey of improving 
learning outcomes for students at Arawang. 
 
Visitors to the school 
This week the school has been exceptionally busy 
hosting both an ACT Japanese Teacher’s Network 
meeting and an ACT SMART sustainability 
meeting. 
 
It was wonderful to share with our visitors, all the 
wonderful things that are happening in our 
school.  I did enjoy seeing Alexander from year 2 
and Luca from year 6 discussing sustainability 
with our adult visitors, like true professionals. I 
must say that the visitors were equally amazed at 
Alexander’s knowledge and commitment. 
 
All our student Waste Warriers at Arawang, do a 
marvellous job of recycling and sorting rubbish.  If 
you get a chance, do pop in to see them in action.  
It is a delightful experience. 

 Alexander   Luca 
 
Extension mathematics 
One of our teachers, Jo Streatfeild, has returned 
to Arawang each Monday, following maternity 
leave, to teach small groups of children who 
demonstrate skill and interest in mathematics. 
 
 

Jo tells me that she has the ‘dream job’.  We love 
having Mrs S back sharing her expertise with us 
again.  Welcome back to Arawang. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jo Streatfeild 

 
Cultural Integrity  
Katie Love (3L) and Alison Hicks (1H) have been  
compiling a cultural integrity continuum for 
Arawang.  This document identifies all the 
activities that we undertake to enhance student 
knowledge and understanding about 
Reconciliation and our first Australians, their 
history and their culture.  
 
The building of the Indigenous garden, the 
development of new signs in Ngunnawal 
language for our classroom doors, to celebrate 
the United Nations Year of Indigenous Languages, 
homework and tutoring for our Indigenous 
students are just a couple of notable additions to 
the document.  
 
Personal Learning Plans (PLPs) 
Each Indigenous student, his/her parents and the 
teacher of the student have been engaged in 
preparing and discussing goal-based learning 
plans again this year.  Sincere thanks to Katie 
Love (3L) for facilitating and conducting all these 
meetings.  Great job Katie. 

Indigenous garden 
The contractors have just about completed the 
construction work.  Next will be the planting of 
the garden, managed by our teacher of Japanese 
and horticulturalist, Nicolle Fisher.  Mathew 
Ackland, our new learning support staff member 
will assist Nicolle in the garden at times. 



Thanks to all the mums and dads who purchased 
plants.  You will be invited to plant your donated 
plant in the garden in some time in the near 
future. 
 
A huge thank you must go to Alex Powick and 
Lyndsay Williams parents of our school, for their 
incredibly generous donation to our garden.  Alex 
and Lyndsay built the timber wicking beds for the 
garden as volunteers.  Their exceptional building 
talents can be viewed at the northern end of the 
garden.  
 
The opening date for the garden is now set 
down for Monday, 2 September 2019 around 
11.30am. The weather should be a little warmer 
by this date.  
 
Open Day today at Arawang 
This morning, our school prime minister, Gaia, 
and Nishant, public relations minister, assisted in 
hosting a welcome to families interested in their 
children attending Arawang in 2020. Visitors 
gathered in the library to hear about our school.  
They were taken on a tour of the school with our 
school leaders highlighting all the wonderful 
learning opportunities being provided to students 
of Arawang. 
 
Preschool 
A wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by mums, 
dads and pre-schoolers at the ELSA afternoon last 
week.  Children participated in loads of scientific, 
technological and mathematical activities.  Well 
done Kate McIntosh, Katy Meeuwissen, Kirstyn 
Millar, Marta Gurney and Kim McPherson.  
Thanks for giving so much of your own time to 
promote learning in our school. 
 
Cross Country fun 
The weather was magnificent, the runners keen 
and the staff well prepared for the annual cross 
country run yesterday.   
 
Thanks to Mr Robertson and all his helpers for a 
great morning.  Thanks also to the front office 
staff, barbeque cooks and helpers and those 
involved in preparing the sausage sandwiches to 
replenish the energy levels. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cross Country Fun 
 
School Hours 
Just a quick reminder to families that school 
commences at 9.00am.  Students go directly to 
class after lining up on the black top. Literacy or 
mathematics sessions often start at 9.05am.  
Some students are often arriving between 
9.15am - 9.30am and are missing out on their 



learning.  If this note applies to your family your 
attention to this matter would be appreciated. 
 
The days are certainly getting chilly.  Rug up and 
enjoy quality family times together. 

Jeni Page 

Principal 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Over the past two weeks, students in years 3 and 
5 at Arawang Primary have participated in 
NAPLAN. All of the assessments, except year 3 
writing, were conducted online. The results from 
NAPLAN 2019 provide a snapshot in time of 
student progress and these results are used in 
conjunction with other school based assessments 
to guide school improvement. This year, testing 
at Arawang has run very smoothly and students 
and teachers should be proud of their efforts 
throughout the process.  
 
Ben Davies  
Deputy Principal 
 
Supporting Students with a Disability at 
Arawang 
Staff at Arawang primary have legal obligations 
under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and 
the Disability Standards for Education (DSE) 2005. 
These standards seek to ensure that students 
with a disability can access and participate in 
education on the same basis as other students.  
 
In order to understand their obligations, staff 
(educational support assistants, teachers and 
leaders) are mandated to complete e-learning 
courses on the Disability Standards for 
Education.  
 
Various support services are available to staff 
both internal and external to the school to 
support their knowledge of disabilities.  Arawang 
utilizes the specialist skills of our school 
psychologist, Carina Li, who works at the school 
on Thursdays and Fridays.   
 

At the end of each year transition meetings 
support teachers and other staff to understand 
the individual needs of students they will be 
teaching the following year.  At the beginning of 
the year, teachers work collaboratively with 
families of students with additional needs and 
other relevant professionals to write or revise 
Individual Learning Plans (ILP). ILPs detail 
adjustments that are necessary for the student to 
access and participate on an equal basis to their 
peers and contain specific, measurable goals for 
learning.  
 
The Education Directorate provides teachers with 
online learning in disability specialist areas such 
as the ones below. These courses involve 20+ 
hours of e-learning in addition to face-to-face 
workshops after school. This year a number of 
teachers at Arawang primary are undertaking 
courses in Autism Spectrum Disorder, Dyslexia 
and Significant Difficulties in Reading and Speech, 
Language and Communication Needs.   
 
Michelle Maier 
Deputy Principal 
 
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
Sustainability News 

Food Scraps Friday 
Exciting news! This week marks our first ever 
‘Food Scraps Friday’! 
 
Did you know that in ACT public schools, 48% of 
waste is food scraps? 
 
Tomorrow, our new classroom food scrap bins 
will be used to collect organic waste such as 
apple cores, banana peels and sandwich crusts. 
The Waste Warriors from each class will take the 
food scrap bins to the garden, where they will be 
used in our worm farm and compost bins.  
 
We hope to expand this collection to further days 
as the year progresses, and as we gauge how our 
worm farm and compost are coping with the 
amount of food scraps. 
 

https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/disability-rights/guides/brief-guide-disability-discrimination-act
https://www.education.gov.au/disability-standards-education


New food scrap bins 
 
Actsmart Network Meeting 
On Monday this week, a group of teachers visited 
our school to see and hear about all of the 
wonderful things that we are doing around 
sustainability. We visited the cafe, new 
Indigenous garden site and our garden. Visitors 
heard all about our recycling system and were 
excited to find out about our soft plastic 
recycling, as this is something that not a lot of 
schools currently do. A big thanks to Luca and 
Alexander for speaking with such passion and 
knowledge to our guests. 
 
Library and Book Club News 

Thank you to all families who have placed orders 
with Scholastic Book Club. Thank you also to 
Rachael and Stephanie who volunteer to organise 
and deliver the orders.  
 
Student overdue notices have been sent home. If 
a book is ‘lost’, please check at home or contact 
the school so the classroom and library can be 
searched. Payment for lost or damaged books is 
appreciated, the cost of each book is noted on 
the overdue notice.  
 
Parents and carers are also welcome to visit the 
library and loan up to 10 books Monday to 
Wednesday 3:00pm - 3:30 pm. 
 
Swimming 

We would like to acknowledge Oliver F, Hamish B 
and Reuben B for representing Arawang at the 
South Weston swimming carnival.  
 

These students showed amazing talent, 
producing competitive times and reaching PB’s. 
Reuben and Hamish went on to compete in the 
ACT carnival, where they both won first place in 
50 freestyle for their age group. Congratulations! 
  

 
Science 
On Thursday 16 May, all of the year 3 classes 
went over to Stromlo High School to participate 
in science activities.  

Science Experiment 

 
Our students were involved in hands-on science 
experiments using Bunsen Burners and ice to 
learn about heat. Year 10 students from Stromlo 
High school assisted our year 3 students in all of 
their experiments. At the end of the session, the 
students learnt about dry ice and conducted 
numerous experiments to find out if dry ice 



changes colour if food colouring is added (it 
doesn’t).   
Students intrigued in the experiment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students had a great time at Stromlo High 
School and they now know lots of new things 
about heat and how to conduct experiments.  
 
Simultaneous Story Time 
It was simultaneous story time yesterday with 
over a million students across Australia and New 
Zealand reading ‘Alpacas with Maracas’ by Matt 
Cosgrove.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 shook their maracas during the story and 
then made a Al or Mac mask. It was a cracker of 
an afternoon! 
 
Thanks Mrs Goffin for organising such a fun and 
worthwhile event.  

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
The Koalas, Turtle and Echidnas have been very 
busy with term 2 with preparations and events. 
To start off, we held our Mother’s Day pampering 
event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our mums, grandmas and other special people all 
had a lovely morning or afternoon having high 
tea, a massage, making jewellery, having their 
portrait painted and being entertained with a 
concert performed by their children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following day the Echidnas went on an 
excursion to CMAG on a  bus. Here they learnt 
that ‘ the land now known as the Australian 
Capital territory was at the junction of a country 
kept by Aboriginal people of the Gundungurra 
(Ngunnawal) and Ngarigo (Walgalu) language 
groups. 



The children admired Indigenous art and artists 
who made traditional items such a possum cloak. 
They felt real possum fur.  We were also shown 
art made by Indigenous artists such as the barb 
wire sheep and the button quilt. After lunch, they 
all engaged in rotational art activities such as 
water colour painting, paper quilt collage making, 
and print making using the old fashioned printing 
press.   
 

During the following weeks, the Echidnas are 
involved in furthering their knowledge and skills 
in Indigenous art and the art of sewing, printing, 
collage. The Koalas and Turtels will be going on 
their CMAG excursions in June. 
 
Last Wednesday our preschool held a Family 
STEM Afternoon from 4:00pm – 5:00pm 
showcasing the ELSA learning in which, the 
children are currently engaged. The families who 
attend, enjoyed participating with their preschool 
child in a variety of hands - on maths, science, 
engineering and technology activities. 
 

 

The preschool children continue to be very busy 
engaged in play-based learning. They are being 
exposed to new challenges and building on their 
sense of self. 
 
The preschool team 
 
 

P & C NEWS 
 
Music Tutor Scheme 

With the generous support of the school, the 
P&C’s Music Tutor scheme provides an 
opportunity for students to have weekly 
professional lessons with qualified music 
teachers during school hours. The scheme is 
currently taking enrolments for guitar, piano and 
violin (subject to discussion with the music tutor). 
You can find more information and the 
enrolment form on the school 
website http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/com
munity/music_tutor_scheme, or you can 
email arawangpandcmts@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
Uniform Shop  
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday: 8.45 - 9.15 am 
Thursday:     2.45 - 3.15 pm 
Online orders can be placed 
at flexischools.com.au. Flexischool orders will be 
available for collection from the Uniform Shop 
during opening hours. Please 
email arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com  after 
you have placed your order if you need to make 
alternative arrangements for collection. 
 
Donations of outgrown uniform items in 
reasonable condition are always appreciated. 
Funds raised by the sale of these items benefit 
the school community through the Arawang 

http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/community/music_tutor_scheme
http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/community/music_tutor_scheme
mailto:arawangpandcmts@gmail.com
http://flexischools.com.au/
mailto:arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com


P&C.  Donations can be left at the front office if 
the uniform shop is unattended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rushing to get the kids to school in the morning 
AND get a decent cup of coffee? 
ARAWANG HAS THE SOLUTION TO YOUR 

DILEMMA! 
 
Starting week 2 of term 2, on Tuesday mornings 
between 8:10am – 9:10am, year 6 will be running 
their RISE AND GRIND café from the school 
canteen.  We will be serving  espresso coffees 
and hot chocolates for $3. All proceeds raised by 
year 6 will go towards the annual year 6 gift to 
the school. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


