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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 
 
 

 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
9 September - Singfest 
16 September – Floriade Band excursion 
16 – 27 September K-1 AIS Swim School 
19-20 September Birrigai Camp  
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME 
Footsteps Dance Program Year 3-4 
‘Salaka’ Sharing the Spirit of Africa Interactive 
Drumming Tour 
AIS Swimming Program 
Birrigai Camp  
 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Thursday 19 December 

 
 

 
 

School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 

 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
This has been another extremely busy fortnight 
at our school with lots of exciting things 
happening: Book Week with the annual book 
week parade, book swap and visiting author  
excited all the children and staff;  the School 
Board met and discussed the direction of the 
school; the Footstep dance program has engaged 
all the year 4 students; Limelight rehearsals have 
continued in readiness for the full production 
tonight; the Indigenous and Cultural Integrity 
committee has been very busy getting ready for 
the opening of the Indigenous garden, next 
Monday; year 6 students continued to visit 
Mirinjani as part of their community service 
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program; year 3 hosted an assembly; and some 
of our students have run very fast at the South 
Weston district athletics carnival.  This is in 
addition to wonderful teaching and learning 
happening everyday in our classrooms. 
 
Bookweek 
Arawang loves Bookweek.  It gives us a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate the joy of books and 
reading.  The book swap last Tuesday enabled 
children to trade their favourite books for ones 
that they have been keen to read.     
 

On Friday 23 August we had our annual Book 
Week Parade on the black top. Students, staff 
and parents came to school dressed as their 
favourite book character.  Each class paraded 
around the arena with their book showing the 
character they represented.  Great fun was had 
by all.  
 

 
Sincere thanks to all our mums and dads who 
created the magic costumes worn by children at 
the parade.  I know how much thought, work and 
sometimes stress, goes into costume design.  We 
certainly appreciated your efforts. 

 
 

Also, on Friday we had a visiting story teller, 
Valanga Khoza, from Africa sharing both music 
and stories with our children. 
 

There is always a mountain of work associated 
with organising and running such events. Many 
thanks to Sue Cowie, executive teacher, for 
coordinating Book Week activities.  Another 
fabulous week at our school!! 
 
 
 
 
 



Limelight is on tonight 
Best wishes to all our year 4 students for a fun 
night at your gala production at the AIS with 
children from throughout Canberra.  I will be 
cheering for you along with your mums, dads and 
family. 
 
District Athletics Carnival 
Congratulations to all the Arawang students who 
represented our school at the Woden Weston 
Athletics Carnival.  We are very proud of you. 
Many thanks to Mandy Rose and Paul Robertson 
for supporting our Arawang children on the day. 
 
Giving service to the community 
One of our school values is that of compassion. 
We ask students to think of others and show 
interest and concern.  
 
To ‘live’ this value, 18 students from year 6 have 
been visiting the Mirinjani Retirement Village in 
Weston on Friday afternoon to record oral 
histories of the residents, play board games or a 
musical instrument, teach technology skills or just 
read stories. Another 18 students from year 5 will 
undertake the six week program in term 4. 

I would like to thank Craig Midgelow the year 6 
teacher/coordinator who accompanies the 
students to the Village and Kevin Shortt, our 
Building Services Officer, for driving the Mirinjani 
bus to and from the venue. Year 6 students do an 
amazing job while they are at the Village. I hear 
very positive comments back from the residents 

and management of Mirinjani.  Thanks also to Jo 
Sumner, leisure and wellness coordinator of 
Mirinjani Retirement Village who has worked 
with the school over the last three years to make 
this experience possible. Many thanks to all 
concerned. This is such a worthwhile program. 
 

Important Reminder 
The speed limit in the school grounds is 10 kmh.  
Many cars have been observed exceeding this 
limit.  Please be thoughtful, take more time and 
watch out in particular for little people and their 
parents entering and leaving the school. We 
certainly do not want anyone injured due to 
people driving in haste. 
 

 
 
Father’s Day Stall, Sports afternoon and Snags 
Sincere thanks to all the Arawang community for 
donating gifts for the Father’s Day stall. Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity will ensure that all 
the dads at Arawang will receive wonderful gifts 
from their children this Sunday. A special thanks 
again to Alison Manners and Sarah Cunningham 
from our P & C for their ongoing and tireless 
coordination of the stall and activities. Thanks 
also to the people who volunteered their time to 
wrap and sell the gifts to the children. 
 

 



Dads, don’t forget that an exciting sports 
afternoon is being organised for you and your 
children, tomorrow, Friday afternoon at 3.00pm 
on the school playing fields. Delicious ‘snags’ will 
also on the menu. Sounds like a perfect 
afternoon. 
 
School Review 
Every five years, all schools in the ACT 
Directorate, undertake a school review. External 
validators visit the school for 4 days to look at 
how well we have achieved the strategic 
directions articulated in our school improvement 
plans.  They also rate the school in terms of the 
National School Improvement Tool developed by 
the Australian Council for Educational Research. I 
am delighted to let you know that we received 
extremely positive comments from the reviewing 
panel.  They provided a list of commendations, 
affirmations and recommendations to the school.  
These can be found on the Arawang website. 
 
In particular the panel commended the school on 
the happy and optimistic feel of the school and 
the strong sense of pride and belonging. They 
also noted the purposeful commitment to 
develop a self-reflective learning culture and 
commended the school on the range of 
opportunities offered to children at the school. 

Recommendations for further improvement 
focused on upgrading our data and curriculum 
plans and having a narrow and sharp focus for 
the School Improvement Plan 2020 – 2024. 
 
Thank you to all the staff, parents and children 
involved in discussion with panel members.  
Many thanks also to the executive team and 
Dianne Grantham, consultant, for the many hours 

devoted to the preparation of the materials for 
the review process. I feel very proud of the whole 
school and how we pulled together to show 
others how Arawang provides wonderful 
educational opportunities for all our children. 
 
School Facilities 
You will have noticed the fresh coat of paint and 
the new Autex display boards as you wander the 
corridors of Arawang.  It is so rewarding to be 
able to view all children’s quality work and 
photos of school events which are being 
displayed outside our classrooms and in our 
corridors. 

Next week, commencing Tuesday 3 September, 
further upgrades of our school facilities will 
commence.  Staff and public toilets are being 
upgraded and made compliant. A new footpath 
and easier access to some parts of the school has 
also been included in the brief. IQON has won the 
government tender to upgrade our school.  The 
works will be completed by the end of October. 
There will be a need for adults to use the toilets 
in the Music Centre until the upgrade is 
completed.  We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused but know that the outcome for the school 
will be beneficial in the long term. 
 
Staff news 
Kate Hanley has now rejoined our year 4 teaching 
team after resuming duties following her 
maternity leave. Tracy Ng and Brydi Ashton both 
commenced their maternity leave this week.  We 
wish them both well with the birth of their 
babies. 
 
I will be at a principals’ conference in Adelaide 
next week.  Michelle Maier, deputy principal, will 
be acting principal in my absence.  Please do not 



hesitate to contact Michelle or Ben Davies, if you 
have any concerns while I am away from the 
school. 
 
Starting today, Natalie Alston will be joining us as 
our new Business Manager, while Margaret 
Davidson is on leave.  Natalie has been working 
at Chapman Primary School for many years.  
Please join with me in welcoming Natalie to our 
school. 
 

 
 Natalie   Kate 
 
Indigenous Garden Opening 
We are all very excited to be finally opening our 
Indigenous garden on Monday 2 September at 
11.30am, the beginning of Spring. 
 
We are delighted that the Minister for Education, 
Yvette Berry and our Director General, Meg 
Brighton, will be joining us for the opening. 
 
We would like to thank our Ngunnawal Elder and 
parent, Billy Tompkins, for his invaluable input 
into the design and construction of the garden, 
and his advice ‘along the way’. On Monday 
morning at the opening of the garden Billy will be 
welcoming the Arawang community to the land 
of the Ngunnawal people, performing a smoking 
ceremony in the garden and joining our year 4 
choir to sing the song, Where Muliyan Meets Sky, 
written by our very 
talented teacher Lila 
Lalor. 
 
 
 
  Billy 
 
 
 

 
 
 

As space in the garden is limited, all students will 
gather in the assembly hall for the formal 
proceedings of the opening. The official party 
including student representatives from each class 
will then move to the garden for the tree planting 
ceremony.  This part of the ceremony will be 
recorded an replayed in the classrooms so that all 
students can participate in this event. 
 
Parents are welcome to join in the assembly in 
the hall and wander the garden at the conclusion 
of the official opening in the garden. 
 
I would like to wish all our dads, grand dads and 
special others all the very best for a wonderful 
Father’s Day this Sunday.  I hope you enjoy your 
breakfast in bed and spending quality time with 
your children.   
 
Happy springdays to all. 

 

Jeni Page 

Principal 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
High School Transition 

Starting this week Mt Stromlo High School is 
sending a team of peer mentors each fortnight to 
support our year 6 students with their transition 
to high school. The peer mentors will assist in 
alleviating concerns of our year 6 students as well 
as answering burning questions like use of 
lockers, where to play at lunch times, canteen 
days and what it is like in high school classrooms. 
Don’t forget to start the conversation with your 



year 6 student about their thoughts, excitements 
and concerns regarding this big change. 
 
African Drum Performance 
“Salaka” Sharing the Spirit of Africa Drumming 
tour group will be visiting Arawang on Friday 30 
August. The show is a highly interactive, culturally 
rich, informative, professional presentation by 
visiting artists from Ghana, West Africa. This 
group will be bringing hundreds of drums to our 
school so that every student can learn and play 
an African rhythm drum. Salaka will transform 
our students into a percussion ensemble led by 
master drummers and dancers from Africa. As 
well as being very involved, the students will 
learn about African instruments, hear stories of 
African children growing up in the villages, and 
witness traditional African dances as they are 
performed in Ghana. 
 
Satisfaction Survey  
Please remember to complete the school 
satisfaction survey. If you have already 
completed the survey in relation to your child, 
thank you. If you have not yet completed the 
survey, we would really appreciate your 
participation. By doing this survey you will help 
us improve our school for your child and future 
students. The survey results will also be used in 
public interest research projects and longitudinal 
studies aimed at improving the quality of services 
in the ACT. No personal information will be 
provided to any school or college. The survey will 
take about 5 to 10 minutes to complete and will 
be open until 2 September 2019.  

University of Canberra  
This term, Arawang Primary School will continue 
its partnership with students and teachers from 
the University of Canberra. Building on the 
success of the 2018 programs, 33 students from 
the university will teach an eight week 
mathematics program to students in year 
2. Teachers from the university and Arawang will 
work with the students from the university to 
support the delivery of the program.  
 
Ben Davies 
Deputy Principal 
 
 

Spreading Our Wings: transforming early 
childhood practice in ACT public schools 
Today Arawang hosted a professional learning 
event presented by early childhood expert, 
Catharine Hydon on the threshold ideas of the 
Early Years Learning Framework - agency and co-
construction, intentional teaching, assessment 
for learning and play.   
 
Approximately eighty teachers from across 
Canberra gathered in our Music Centre today for 
this exciting event. Thank you to our prime 
minister, Gaia and deputy prime minister, Ruby 
for welcoming our guests. 
 

Michelle Maier 
Deputy Principal  
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
Year 5 Band News 

Last week the Year 5 Band had a fabulous time at 

our combined rehearsal and concert. We were 

very excited to have the year 5 bands from 

Chapman, Duffy and Charles Weston Primary 

School’s join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thankyou to our awesome parents and 

students who came along to support our very 

first public performance. Well done Year 5 Band!  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Miss Gunning 

Year 5 Band teacher 

 

Year 3/4 Birrigai Camp Reminder 

This term, we are offering a two-day camp at 

Birrigai Outdoor Education Centre for students in 

years 3 and 4. The aim of this camp program is to 

foster team work and collaboration, provide 

opportunities for students to participate in new 

challenges and to encourage independence.  

 

The camp dates are Thursday 19 September– 

Friday 20 September (week 9, term 3). Things you 

can do to assist your child to prepare for camp 

include sleepover at a friend’s house; label 

student clothing; get them to help organise bags; 

practice packing a sleeping bag; have up to date 

medical and dietary information and talk through 

your positive camp experiences. 

  

Year 3/4 Camp Coordinators 

 
Woden/Weston Athletics Carnival 
On Wednesday 21 August, 45 Arawang students 
attended the Woden Weston Athletics carnival. 
Arawang ranked 6 out of the 23 schools 
competing at the Woden playing fields. Such a 
fabulous result! It was a lovely sunny day, 
students demonstrated our PBL values and we 
were proud to manage the Arawang team.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge congratulations to all the competitors 
who gave it their all. Well done to Cooper, Shala, 
Barka and Molly who will be going on to compete 
at the ACT carnival in September. 
 
Mandy Rose and Paul Robertson 
 
 

MS readathon  
We are doing well with our MS Readathon 
fundraising. So far Arawang has raised $3997 and 
have read 534 books as a school.  
 
It’s not too late to get the final funds from the 
community, please keep asking friends and family 
to support your fantastic efforts. Only $1000 until 
we reach our goal. 
 
Congratulations to Henry B from class 1C for 
raising $882 independently!!  

 
Raquel Brown 
Arawang MS Readathon Coordinator 
 
 



After School Care 
It’s already that time of the term that we start 
thinking about Holiday Club. The theme for the 
spring holidays is “SUPERHEROES!” – The 
program is jam packed with nonstop superhero 
themed activities. Such as creating your own 
superhero capes and masks, making your own 
comic books, Trivia, Bingo and many squad 
battles. 
 
As usual the Holiday club posters will be up 
shortly around the school, as well as the large 
calendar in the hall with all the themes of the 
day. We will also be venturing to HOYTS to watch 
“Abominable” and also having playtime at 
KIDZPLORE! All bookings can be made online, and 
any questions can be answered by CA staff down 
in the hall.  
 

Another event we have coming up is the “AFTERS 
GOT TALENT” which will be held in week 7 on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. We have 
many acts signed up, from dancing through to 
juggling, and even some magic. The judges will 
consist of CA Staff and the winner will receive a 
small prize that will be decided on closer to the 
date. 
 
Lastly, if any families have any recyclable 
materials lying around at home, we would greatly 
appreciate any and all donations! We would like 
to collect as many boxes (All sizes, from tissues 
boxes to big moving boxes) to be used for 
construction in the afternoon – Even items such 
as toilet rolls (Please use the toilet paper first), 
Glad wrap tubes/box and egg cartons. All items 
are welcome and will be used for both After 
School and Holiday Club! 
 
After School Care Team 
 
Hunt for Gold 
A new competition has begun, and students are 
on the hunt for gold certificates as awarded by 
Reading Eggs and Mathletics. We will be 
collecting the silver and gold certificates as 
students are awarded and then these will be 
displayed in the Arawang Hall of Fame.  
 
Those students who get the gold certificates will 
win a prize and a special afternoon tea with the 
principal Ms Jeni Page.  

This competition is open to all students across 
the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have one gold certificate winner already. 
Oscar A has the first gold certificate in Reading 
Eggs. To get this he had to get 5 bronze 
certificates for every silver certificate and 3 
silvers to get the gold certificate. What an 
excellent effort Oscar. He will be one of the first 
guests at Ms Page’s afternoon tea to be held at 
the end of this term.  

So go Arawang and make this the biggest 
afternoon tea ever and lets fill the Arawang 
Hallway of Fame. 

Vicky Bresnan 

Coordinator 3P Learning 

 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
We had a fabulous time celebrating Father’s Day 
with our dads and other special family and 
friends! In the Turtles class we enjoyed making 
marshmallow catapults, mixing up some slime to 
take home, designing and making something to 
transport an egg safely to the ground from our 
box construction materials, sharing hot 
chocolates and morning tea on a cold and wet 
morning and taking very fun photos together in 
our class photo booth. Thank you to all the 
families who came along, your children were 
delighted to share the experience with you.                     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Turtles Learning Journey morning will be this 

Friday from 9.00am. We look forward to seeing 

all who can make it along to celebrate all the 

learning your child has achieved this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The preschool children had a fabulous time last 

week celebrating Book Week together. We had 

many different characters come to school and 

lots of new stories to read and share together. 

The teachers all had fun dressing up as Where’s 

Wally and had such fun taking a picture together 

on the slide, much to the amusement of the 

onlooking children. Thank you to all the families 

for making such a big effort on the costumes, the 

memories made will last a lifetime. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would also like to remind all families to 
please check that your child has a hat in their bag 
each day for preschool. We are now back in the 
time of year where we expect the children to be 
wearing a hat for sun safety instead of beanies. 
Thank you so much for your support in this! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P & C NEWS 
 
Father’s Day Sports and Snags Afternoon 
Come and join us on Friday from 3:00pm – 
4:30pm for our Father’s Day sports and snags 
afternoon.  
 
There will be sausages, drinks and ice cream 
available. You can pre-order your sausages on 
flexischools now. 
 
It will be a really fun afternoon, all fathers, 
stepfathers, grandfathers and special others are 
welcome.  
 
The Fundraising committee would like to thank 
all of our school community generous donations 
to the Father’s Day Stall. We had some wonderful 
volunteers who donated their time to make our 
Father’s Day Stall another huge success. Special 
thanks to Sarah Cunningham for hosting the stall 
on Thursday. 
 
Arawang Preschool P&C 

The Arawang Preschool P&C has had a wonderful 
term 3 so far. 
 
Our stage was painted by one of our parents 
Jongduk Park who was so generous with his time 
and energy. The portable stage is setup on one 
side as a grass and sky space and the other side is 
a chalk board. A mention to the Powick family 
who also built the stage for the preschool classes 
last year.  
 
We raised $1246.60 during the chocolates 
fundraiser we ran last term. This will enable us to 
get a portable projector that teachers can use to 
create imaginative and inspiring spaces on the 
tables in the classroom. A huge thank you to all 
the families that got involved and sold some 
chocolates for us. 
 
We are preparing for Fun Day which is coming up 
on Saturday September 7th. This is a great day 
for the preschool where we can share the space 
and invite past, present and future students to 
come and play. The activities we have planned 
for the day are: 
Jumping Castle 
Biscuit Decorating 

Tattoos and Crazy Hair 
Cake Stall 
Sausage Sizzle and Soup 
Sideshow Ally Games 
Lucky Dip 
Silent Auction 
Fire Truck Visit 
Art Show 
A Silent Auction which will have some amazing 
prizes including: 
- A kids Ninja Warrior birthday party package 
from B Firm Fitness 
- Hand made quilts 
And much more!! 
 
Come down on the day and enjoy our preschool 
community. Parents are encouraged to 
volunteer an hour of their time to help us run the 
event and pre-purchased tickets will be on sale at 
the preschool next week.  
 

 
P&C and Fun4Fitness Football AFTERSCHOOL 
SOCCER PROGRAM 

It’s time to organise Term 3 After School Soccer.  
Term 3 will be 10 weeks at a total cost of $150. 
We have a fabulous team of qualified coaches 
ready to help your child develop not only their 
soccer skills, but also a love of being active and 
working in a team. 
Please indicate by email if your child /children 
would like to enrol in Afterschool Soccer AND 
which day in term 3. 
 
 
 
 



Options.  Tuesday 3:10-4:20pm 
                   Wednesday 3:10-4:20pm 
Providing we have the numbers both days will 
run, but at this stage we need to confirm 
numbers first.  
We look forward to hearing from you soon, 
 
Susan, Aidan and the Fun4Fitness Football 
Team  
 
 
After school Zumba Kids with Susan Innis 
Enrol your child in a fun and physical class where 
we work on coordination, rhythm and 
understanding how our bodies move. 
 
Term 3 enrolments are now open for Monday 
afternoon ZumbaKids classes. 
3:15-4pm preschool to year 2 (children meet me 
in the music room straight after school) 
4:00- 4:45pm year 2 to year 6 (children are 
permitted to wait quietly in the music room from 
3pm until their class starts at 4.) 
 
Please email Susan at dance4fitness@live.com.au 
for further details. 
 
Susan Innis 
 
Music Tutor Scheme 

With the generous support of the school, the 
P&C’s Music Tutor scheme provides an 
opportunity for students to have weekly 
professional lessons with qualified music 
teachers during school hours. The scheme is 
currently taking enrolments for guitar, piano and 
violin (subject to discussion with the music tutor). 
You can find more information and the 
enrolment form on the school 
website http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/com
munity/music_tutor_scheme, or you can 
email arawangpandcmts@gmail.com.  
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
P&C parent workshop: alcohol and drug use in 
Australia - a guide for parents of teenagers 
 
Wednesday 18th September 
Mount Stromlo High School Library 

7pm - 8pm 
 
Presenter: Annie Bleeker 
(http://anniebleeker.com/) 
 
With the secondary school survey released earlier 
this year showing it's in years 9 and 10 that kids 
start experimenting with alcohol and drugs, this 
is an important workshop for all parents of 
teenagers. Speaker Annie Bleeker has nearly 30 
years experience in the drug and alcohol sector of 
public health and will discuss issues such as the 
alcohol and drugs teens are using, patterns of 
behaviour, issues that present if marijuana is 
legalised in the ACT and how to talk to you teens. 
 
Please RSVP to 6142 3444 or 
StromloHSPresident@gmail.com 

 
 
Weston Creek Little Athletics 
registrations are now open for 
the 2019/20 season.  The season 
commences 9am on Saturday 
the 19th of October at Chapman 

oval.  Please go to the ACT Little Athletics website 
to register: http://actlaa.org.au 
 

Invitation to the Emergency Services Agency 
(ESA) Open Day - Sunday 3 November 2019 

Please see the invitation link below from the 
Acting ESA Commissioner for information 
regarding the ESA Open Day on Sunday, 3 
November 2019.The ESA Open Day provides an 
opportunity to directly engage with the ACT 
Community and for them to learn how they can 
take care of what matters during an emergency.  
The day is filled with fun, family-friendly activities 
and provides an opportunity for people of all 
ages to sit in the trucks, try out the fire hoses, 
ride in a helicopter, tour the incident 
management facility and learn about the ESA. 
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Invitation - ESA Open Day  (98kb) 

 

Transition to School Parent Forum 

The ACT Council of Parents and Citizens 
Association, in collaboration with the ACT 
Education Directorate, is hosting a ‘Transition to 
School’ parents forum for parents and carers of 
children starting school. 

The event will be held on 17 September 2019 
from 7:00-8:30pm at the Hedley Beare Centre for 
Teaching and Learning, 51 Freemantle Drive, 
Stirling. 

For further information, and to register for the 
event, contact the ACT Council of Parents and 
Citizens Associations via 
email earlylearning@actparents.org.au or phone 
Marina Spurgin on 6241 5759. 

Principals are asked to advertise this event in 
their school newsletters and with parent 
networks. 

Parent Forum Advertisement for school 
newsletters  (1.4Mb) 
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