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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 
 
 

 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
Friday 27 Last day of Term 3 
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME 
SMS Trial email 
Communication Platform email 
Crazy Camel Fundraiser  
Mango Fundraiser 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Thursday 19 December 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 

 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
After such a long cold winter, I think all our 
teachers, students and parents will be looking 
forward to the next two weeks of sleeping in, 
enjoying the Spring weather (if it finally arrives) 
and just relaxing.  School will resume on Monday 
14 October 2019.  
 
It has been a really busy term with loads of 
exciting learning opportunities and community 
involvement in the school. Some of the highlights 
include: Book Week with author visits, a fabulous 
book fair and our fun parade; the learning 
journey morning; Father’s Day activities; cooking 
classes in evenings for mums/dads and students; 
lots of professional learning for staff; sports 
clinics; excursions and many incursions; 
preservice teachers learning in our school; the 
Mirinjani and Rise and Grind programs; the year 3 
and 4 camp at Birrigai; Rostrum; the Japanese 
speech contest; Floriade; Limelight; the opening 
of our Indigenous Garden; and classroom 
activities on top of all these events.  No wonder 
we all need a rest!!! 
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Facilities 
Over the next two weeks, the builders will be 
busy in our school finishing off our bathrooms.  In 
addition, the shade sails will go up on the poles in 
our Indigenous Garden. 

 
Year 3/4 Camp 
By all accounts the year 3 and 4 students had a 
wonderful time at camp last Thursday and Friday.  
The children made new friends and experienced 
different adventure-based activities.  Thank you 
to the eight staff who accompanied our students 
to Birrigai, for providing the 24 hours of care each 
day. We appreciate you all taking time away from 
your own families to provide this amazing 
opportunity for our students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Journey 
Thank you to the many parents, grandparents 
and carers who took advantage of the wonderful 
opportunity in week 8 to hear the story of their 
child’s learning this year.  Parents gained an 
insight into how teachers create learning 
environments that cultivate curiosity and grow 
our student’s confidence and capabilities.  

 It was delightful to witness the excitement 
students displayed when given the chance to 
share their learning with the special people in 
their lives and the pride they showed in the 
progress they had made.   

 
School Improvement Plan 2020 - 2024 
Many thanks to all the parents who voted on 
priority areas for the next School Improvement 
Plan at the Learning Journey gathering. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The results of the parent survey: 
 

• Learning skills for the future – 319 votes 

• Student Health, Safety and Wellbeing – 192 

• Literacy  - 283 

• STEM – 260 

• The Arts – 177 

• Partnerships in Learning – 71 

• Other – 29  

 



In addition to the above information the school 
has been conducting discussions with the staff 
and the Directorate and has been examining 
internal and external data to help us decide on 
our key focus areas for the future. 
 
Thank you 
I would like to say a special thanks to the 
parents/carers and community members who 
have directly supported our school this term 
through fund raising, classroom visits, helping in 
the canteen, school banking and uniform shop, 
mentoring and coaching of our students and 
supervision at sporting events.  Your support has 
been very much appreciated. 
 

I would also like to thank all the staff at Arawang 
for the wonderful caring way they work with your 
children every day.   
 
Wishing all our families and staff a very safe and 
happy holiday. 
 

Jeni Page 

Principal 
 
Early Childhood Survey 
An independent review is being conducted into 
the national funding arrangements that support 
access by all children in Australia to 600 hours 
per year of quality early childhood education in 
the year before full-time school.  
 
The Review was commissioned by State, Territory 
and Australian Government Education Ministers 
as a key input into their consideration of future 
funding in this area. Nous Group is conducting 
the Review on behalf of all Australian 

governments and will present its final report in 
the first half of 2020. 
 
Have your say on the provision of Preschool in 
the year before school by visiting 
https://www.uanpreview.nousgroup.com.au/  
 
You can send a submission with your responses 
to the consultation questions listed in the 
Discussion Paper or complete the online survey.  
Submissions are open until 6 October 2019. 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Transitioning to a new school year and class can 
be a daunting experience. We hope the 
information below will help alleviate concerns 
regarding 2020 classes and our transition 
process. 
 
2020 classes and transitions 
At Arawang Primary we ask students to list 5 
friends on a sociogram that they would like to 
work with in 2020. Teachers then use the 
sociogram to group students, keeping in mind 
their knowledge about positive friendship groups 
and students who work well together. Teachers 
try to ensure that each student is in a class with 
at least 1 friend from their list. 
 
In week 7 of next term we will have a transition 
morning where students will meet the team of 
teachers on their year level in 2020. Please keep 
in mind that despite the schools best efforts, 
staffing can change up until the day before 
school starts. With this in mind we will endeavor 
to keep things as stable as possible with limited 
or no changes to the 2020 teaching teams.  
 
If your child is feeling particularly anxious about 
who their teacher is going to be in 2020 then 
please contact the school so we can assist. 
 
First day of school 
New and kindergarten students start on Monday 
3 February 2020. On this day, all students meet in 
the hall at 9:00am after collecting their name tag 
and sit with their class group. (names of 2020 
kindergarten class groups) The kindergarten 
teachers will then be introduced.  
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Continuing students from years 1 – 6,  return to 
school on Tuesday 4 February 2020. Students will 
meet in the following areas: 
Year 1 junior courtyard. 
Year 2 circular courtyard. 
Year 3 shade shelter 
Year 4 music room 
Year 5/6 hall  
 
February 2020 we will: 
Have posters throughout the school and at each 
entrance listing the meeting places for each 
grade. 
 

• From 8:30am we will have year 6 students 
at each entrance to answer any 
questions.  They can be identified by their 
fluorescent vests and  “Information 
Officer” badges. 

 

• At 8:45am there will be an announcement 
over the PA system to advise parents and 
students of the meeting locations and 
where to seek help if they are unsure.  

 

• At 8:55am the above announcement will 
be repeated. 

 

• Bell rings at 9:00am signaling for students 
to move to their designated area to meet 
their teachers. 

 

• Students collect their name tag and sit in 
their 2020 class group.  Class groups will 
be identified by coloured dots on their 
name tags. 

 

• 9:05am teachers take turns to introduce 
themselves and check that all students 
have collected their name tags and are in 
the correct groups before moving to their 
classroom. 

 
We hope this process assists with a smooth, 
happy and successfully transition in 2020. 
 
 
 
SMS Notifications 
Early next term Arawang Primary School will start 
to use SMS attendance notifications for all 

parents and carers. This function is part the 
Education Directorate’s Student Administration 
System. The system will send a text message to 
families when a child is absent from school. 
Parents and carers can reply to this message to 
provide an explanation for the absence, and our 
system will be updated accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is some important information to help you 
understand the process: 
 

• The SMS will be sent between 9:30am 
and 10:00am each morning. 

• The SMS will be sent to primary 
contact #1 in our database, meaning 
we can’t send the message to two 
contacts. 

• Replying directly to the SMS will 
update our records with the reason 
for the absence. 

• Parents/carers will have 12 hours to 
reply to the message. After this point, 
a phone call or written note will be 
required.   

• If there are siblings attending Arawang 
Primary and they are away on the 
same day, parents/carers will be sent 
a message for each child. Parents and 
carers will need to reply only once to 
the last text message with details 
explaining the absences for all 
siblings.    

• In your reply SMS you will be required 
to provide the following information: 

       Student first and last name 
       Class 
       Reason for absence 

 
 
If there are any questions regarding the process, 
then please contact the front office. 
 



Benjamin Davies  
Deputy Principal 
 
Year 2 Aqua Safe Water Safety & Awareness 
Program 
In week 4 of next term the year 2 classes will 
participate in the Aqua Safe water safety and 
awareness program at the Canberra International 
Swim and Aquatic Centre (CISAC) in Bruce.  Year 2 
parents and carers will receive a note detailing 
how to enrol your child.  If you have missed this 
note it is also available on the school website 
under Newsletters and Notes. 
http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/home 
 
The pool-based component of the Aqua Safe 
program includes 10 water safety lessons, 
supplemented by a series of classroom lessons to 
reinforce and extend children’s learning.  The 
Aqua Safe water safety and awareness program 
will support children to develop the skills and 
know how to avoid potentially dangerous 
situations and enjoy activities in and around 
water,” It is a joint initiative between the ACT 
Education and Training Directorate and Royal Life 
Saving Society Australia ACT Branch.  

 
The ACT Government provides funding to 
subsidise the cost of this program to the families 
of year 2 students.   This program is different 
from traditional learn to swim programs attended 
by the kindergarten and year 1 students over the 
last fortnight in that it includes a mix of 
swimming, survival and rescue skills, and water 

safety knowledge that can be applied to a range 
of aquatic environments. 
 
Michelle Maier 
Deputy Principal 
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
Year 3/4 Camp – Birrigai  
Last week the year 3 and 4 students, plus their 
teachers had a wonderful opportunity to 
participate in several ‘old school’ activities at 
Birrigai.  
 
The two days were spent participating in 
activities that provided the students to gain an 
understanding of living in the early 1800s.  
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The students attended class in an old wooden 
hut, writing on slates and win booklets with a 
quill and ink. The girls found they were not as 
important as the boys and had to do many of the 
tasks to set the classroom up ready for the boys. 
They were constantly reminded to be looking for 
a husband who was cleverer than they were. 
 
Another one of the activities was cooking damper 
on an open fire, and how to set a fire to prepare 
the coals so the damper cooked through. This 
was not always as successful as hoped.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The final activity was a simulation game where 
students were in family groups and they had to 
build a shelter and establish a home, trading 
weeds for goods needed to live. A visit from the 
governor was a highlight of this activity.  
 
Our night activities were loads of fun, with a trivia 
quiz and a balloon popping game causing many 
laughs for all. Both the students and staff enjoyed 
the delicious meals provided by the Birrigai chefs.  
A huge thank you goes to Paul Robertson for his 
organisation of the camp. 

 
Paul Robertson, Katie Love, Biljana Dimoska, 
Vicky Bresnan, Lila Lalor, Kate Hanley, Craig 
Midgelow and Sue Cowie 
 
Student Recount of Camp  
When we arrived at Birrigai we put our bags away 
in the rooms, then went to find out our table 
numbers. We got a sheet of things to find and 
were sent to look for them in the bush play area. 
After this, we had to come in and eat. We had 
meat and salad rolls for lunch. Then we went to 
other activities. The first activity we did was to 
make a fire. We cooked roast damper and put 
syrup in it. After we ate our damper we dressed 
up in clothes of the early settlers. We were given 
different names like Bertha, Florence, Beatrice, 
Mary and Gertrude. We had to work like they did 
in the olden days. 
 
For dinner we had chicken, potatoes, pumpkin 
and beans. After dinner we played some games, 
as well as a few rounds of trivia. Then we had a 
shower, brushed our teeth and got ready for bed. 
In our cabin we talked for a while before going to 
bed. 
Cereal and toast were served for breakfast. We 
completed our last activities, packed up our 
things and hopped on the bus to head back to 
school. We had an AMAZING time at Birrigai! 
 
By Bella and Lucy 4HC 
 
Notice to all families who use the preschool yard 
after school 
We love having you use the preschool yard for 
play after hours. However, we are having issues 
where equipment is being broken and or moved 
around the yard. We ask you to please be 



respectful of our preschool grounds and garden 
and to supervise your children at all times.  
 
Please also be aware that the preschool doors 
will be locked at 3:30 pm and no access will be 
granted after this time.  
 
Thank you for your help and consideration  
 
The preschool staff 
 
University of Canberra Partnership 
The pre-service teachers from the university have 
worked with our students in year 2 and year 3 
this term. 
 
One group of students has worked for 6 weeks 
with year 2 on a variety of maths activities. Both 
the preservice teachers and students have 
worked in small groups every Wednesday 
morning.  The maths pre-service teachers will 
complete their Arawang visits in week 1, next 
term.   
 
For the last three weeks the P.E preservice 
teachers have been working with year 3 to 
develop their teaching skills. The students have 
enjoyed the new games and activities these 
university students have planned. The P.E pre-
service teachers also finish in week 1, term 4. 

 
Early in term 4 we will have a number of pre-
service teachers working at Arawang Primary 
with specific classes and mentor teachers. These 
arrangements are currently being organised and 
confirmed with the University of Canberra. 
 

We value our partnership with the university and 
love having the opportunity to share our students 
with the pre-service teachers.  
 
Sue Cowie   
Coordinator 
 
Japanese Speech contest  
On Saturday 21 September five Arawang students 
competed at the 47th Annual Primary School 
Japanese speech contest, held at Kaleen Primary 
School.  
 
Sammy S from 1C spoke in the K-2 Individual 
category, giving a self-introduction speech. Ben B 
from 5/6B, and Michelle N from 5/5T performed 
a skit where Ben played a hapless tourist wanting 

to learn origami from Michelle, the strict origami 
master.  Kashvi L from 5/6B and Ruby O from 
5/6B role-played ordering food at McDonalds, 
with Ruby an environmentally-minded customer 
and Kashvi an impatient manager.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All our students did a fantastic job we are very 
proud of you all. 
 



Nicolle Fisher  
Japanese Teacher  
 
AIS Swimming Program 
Kindergarten and year 1 have been enjoying their 
swimming lessons at the AIS. We have been 
learning water safety which is a perfect reminder 
for the upcoming holidays. Some water safety 
tips are: 

• Always swim between the red and 
yellow flags 

• Never swim alone 

• If you need help, raise your arm and 
make fist to get the attention of the 
lifesaver 

• Only swim at patrolled beaches  

• If caught in a rip, swim sideways until 
free never swim against the rips pull  

• If you get tired roll onto your back and 
float  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten and Year 1 team 
 
 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
Term 3 proved to be extremely busy for the 

preschool teachers, students and families, one 

full of many notable events; such as our Father’s 

Day afternoon, our very successful Fun Day; 

Learning Journey morning; and checking off the 

many and varied requirements of the ACECQA 

Compliance Audit. To round off this term the 

Koala and Echidna children invited their teddy 

bears to share in a Teddy Bears picnic with them. 

For the picnic lunch they ate sausages cooked on 

the BBQ by Mrs Gurney and a fruit platter, and 

honey joys and popcorn for afternoon tea. Fun 

was had by all playing and enjoying a lovely sunny 

day outside! 

A note has been sent home to our preschool 

families this week outlining a change in preschool 

routine in term 4. The change involves escorting 

your preschool child to the door and saying 



“Goodbye” at the door. This is in partial 

preparation for school readiness in 2020. In 

conjunction with the kindergarten teachers, the 

preschool teachers will be conducting two 

kindergarten/ preschool transition days. Please 

keep an eye out for more information in early 

term 4. 

Another upcoming event in term 4 is our 

excursion to the National Zoo and Aquarium 

which will be in week 3. 

 

We wish all our preschool families and the wider 

school community a safe, healthy and restful 

holiday period. We look forward to returning to 

preschool for term 4 on Monday 14 October. 

The Preschool Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P & C NEWS 
 

 
 
Crazy Camel Fundraiser 
The children have produced some very creative 
pieces of artwork for the Crazy Camel fundraiser 
this year. Hopefully you were all able to view the 
artworks on display near your child’s class during 
the fantastic learning journey morning. Now, is 
the time to order. Forms have been emailed to 
you this week and hard copy forms are also 
available near the front office. This year, Crazy 
Camel orders and payments can also be made 
using your flexischools account. Enjoy choosing 
what keepsakes to buy and remember they make 
Christmas gifts for family and friends. 
 

 
The Arawang P&C is running the mango 
fundraiser for 2019. An email was sent out early 
this week with the order form attached. Orders 
can be made using your Flexischools account or 
by returning the order form and cash to the front 
office by COB 29 October. Thank you for 
supporing our fundraising endeavours once 
again.  
 
Arawang Music Tutor Scheme News 
Students, families and friends attended the 
annual Music Tutor Scheme concert in the Lynne 
Kowalik Music Centre on Tuesday 3 September.  
Students performed short guitar, piano and violin 
pieces. It was announced that from term 4, the 
Scheme will also be employing a flute tutor to 
provide flute lessons to a small number of 
students each week. 



The annual concert is the highlight of the year, 
providing an opportunity for students to 
showcase the progress they have made. The 
scheme’s four tutors attended the concert, 
providing encouragement and support to their 
students. 
 
Arawang Deputy Principal, Benjamin Davies, 
represented the school and received a donation 
from the Music Tutor Scheme for a new bass 
drum and stand for the music program.  Two 
attendees also won gift voucher lucky door prizes 
generously supplied by sponsors, Better Music. 
 
A number of year six students performed in their 
final annual concert for the scheme and were 
presented with graduation certificates at the end 
of the evening 
 
WANTED: UNIFORM SHOP CO-ORDINATOR 

Our current uniform shop co-ordinator is retiring 
at the end of 2019 with her youngest child 
graduating from year 6.   
 
It only takes an hour or 2 most weeks and is very 
flexible.  You could even bring a friend and share 
the co-ordinator role!  There are a bunch of 
lovely helpers to run the shop on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. 
 
Lisa will be hanging around for the rest of the 
year to show our new co-ordinator the ropes.  
Please contact Lisa on 0414 529 050 if you can 
help. 
  
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday: 8.45 - 9.15 am 
Thursday:     2.45 - 3.15 pm 
 
Online orders can be placed 
at flexischools.com.au 
Flexischool orders will be available for collection 
from the Uniform Shop during opening hours. 
Please 
email arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com  after 
you have placed your order if you need to make 
alternative arrangements for collection. 
 
Donations of outgrown uniform items in 
reasonable condition are always appreciated. 
Funds raised by the sale of these items benefit 

the school community through the Arawang 
P&C.  Donations can be left at the front office if 
the uniform shop is unattended. 
LOST PROPERTY 
The lost property box is overflowing!!!! 

 
 
 
Please check the lost property on display in the 
lost property corridor for any items which may 
belong to your child/ren.  Unclaimed items will 
be donated / disposed of at the end of week 10. 
 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE label your child's items 
(especially jumpers and hats) clearly with name 
and class so items can be reunited with their 
owner more easily. 
 
 
P&C and Fun4Fitness Football AFTERSCHOOL 
SOCCER PROGRAM 

 
It’s time to organise term 3 After School Soccer.  
term 3 will be 10 weeks at a total cost of $150. 
We have a fabulous team of qualified coaches 
ready to help your child develop not only their 
soccer skills, but also a love of being active and 
working in a team. 
 
Please indicate by email if your child /children 
would like to enrol in Afterschool Soccer AND 
which day in term 3. 
fun4fitnessfootball@gmail.com 
Options.  Tuesday 3:10-4:20pm 
                   Wednesday 3:10-4:20pm 
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Providing we have the numbers both days will 
run, but at this stage we need to confirm 
numbers first.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you soon, 
 
Susan, Aidan and the Fun4Fitness Football 
Team  
 
AFTERSCHOOL ZUMBAKIDS with Susan Innis 
Enrol your child in a fun and physical class where 
we work on coordination, rhythm and 
understanding how our bodies move. 
term 3 enrolments are now open for Monday 
afternoon ZumbaKids classes. 
3.15 – 4.00pm preschool to year 2 (children meet 
me in the music room straight after school) 
4.00- 4:.5pm year 2 to year 6 (children are 
permitted to wait quietly in the music room from  
3.00pm until their class starts at 4.) 
Please email Susan at dance4fitness@live.com.au  
for further details. 
 
Susan Innis 
 
Music Tutor Scheme 

With the generous support of the school, the 
P&C’s Music Tutor scheme provides an 
opportunity for students to have weekly 
professional lessons with qualified music 
teachers during school hours. The scheme is 
currently taking enrolments for guitar, piano, 
flute and violin (subject to discussion with the 
music tutor). You can find more information and 
the enrolment form on the school 
website http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/com
munity/music_tutor_scheme, or you can 
email arawangpandcmts@gmail.com.  
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