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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT 

HOME  
Year 6 Mirinjani  
Year 6 combined band 
Preschool CMAG 
Cross country Sausage sizzle 
Indigenous Garden Plant Sponsorship 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Thursday 19 December 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 

 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Welcome back to term two. I would like to 
extend a very warm welcome to our new families 
who have joined our Arawang community this 
term. 
 
Enrolments for 2019 
On Monday 29 April 2019, enrolments opened 
for preschool and other year groups for 2020.  To 
date we have had around 51 expressions of 
interest in attending preschool at Arawang.   
 
Due to capacity issues at the school, students 
from outside the Priority Enrolment Area (PEA) 
will most likely not be offered a place at our 
school. 
 
Enrolments into any ACT school are via an online 
process. To enrol a student into Arawang Primary 
School, parents will need to access the 
Directorate’s website (www.det.act.gov.au),  click 
on - Enrolling in an ACT Public School, and 
complete the application form. 

mailto:admin@arawangps.act.edu.au
http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/
http://www.det.act.gov.au/


If you have any difficulty with enrolment process, 
please do not hesitate to contact the front office 
for support on Tel: 6142 0660. 

APS Open Day 
On Thursday 23 May, 9:30am – 11.00am, the 
school will be holding an open day to provide 
information to prospective new families about 
the fantastic programs that are run here at our 
school. At this event, parents will be given 
general information about the school and will be 
treated to a tour of the school. Please alert any 
potential parent you know who may wish to 
attend this event. 
 
Mothers’ Day stall and breakfast 
Tomorrow, our P&C will be holding the annual 
Mother’s Day breakfast commencing at 8:00am 
at the school.  It would be terrific to see a very 
big turn-out of mum’s and dads at this event 
despite the predicted cold weather. 
 
Thank you to our very active P&C members for 
their commitment and engagement with our 
school. Your generosity of time and donations of 
gifts for the stall is very much appreciated. We 
have a great school community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children admiring the Mother’s Day gifts 
 
In particular I would like to acknowledge the 
incredible work of Alison Manners who has been 
an extraordinary coordinator of the gift stall and 
this event, once again this year.  Please make 
sure you acknowledge Alison’s tireless work and 
commitment to the school if you happen to see 
her. 
 

Wishing all our mums, grandmothers, aunts and 
other beautiful women in our lives, a very happy 
day on Sunday.  I hope you treasure your gifts 
that have been chosen with much love for you. 

Alison Manners at the Mother’s Day Stall 
 
Our canteen  
Many thanks to all the folk who volunteer in the 
canteen each Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Thank you also for your support of the Mother’s 
Day event with the provision of delicious barista 
made coffee.  

Working hard in the canteen  
 
Rise and Grind 
Year 6, as part of their fund-raising activities for a 
gift for the school, have been once again been 
involved in their enterprise activity of selling 
coffee and hot chocolate on Tuesday mornings. 
 
Many thanks to Raquel Brown, our new barista 
and year 5/6 teacher, for her efforts and 
facilitation of the program. Thanks also to all 
those year 6 employees who take orders, serve 
the coffee and collect the money. This activity is a 
wonderful life and career experience.  Well done. 



Student Voice 
I would like to congratulate year 6 on the way 
that the Arawang School Parliament is being run 
this year. 
 
I have been incredibly impressed by the maturity 
of the students and of their respectful behaviour, 
their forward-thinking ideas and their desire to 
model a real parliament.   Students demonstrate 
such confidence in standing to speak to various 
Bills that they present.  If you have an 
opportunity to witness the Arawang Parliament 
in action, I would recommend you do so.  It is a 
wonderful example of democracy in action. 
 
Well done Mr Pratt for your leadership of the 
parliament and for giving students a real voice in 
the school. 
 
Welcome to our new and returning staff 
Joanne Streatfeild will be returning to Arawang 
from maternity leave this term.  Jo will be 
running an extension mathematics program with 
small groups of children from years 2 to 6 each 
Monday.  Children have been nominated for 
these groups by classroom teachers based on 
student results in tests such as PIPS and NAPLAN, 
from inclass tests such as SENA and from teacher 
observations. 
 
Welcome back Jo.  It is great to have you at 
Arawang to share your passion about 
mathematics with our children. 
 
Mrs Bresnan, year 4 teacher will be on leave for 
the next month.  We wish Vicky a wonderful 
holiday and look forward to hearing about your 
adventures on your return in week 6.  During 
Vicky’s absence, Trevar Chilvers will be the 
teacher on 4B. 
 
Many thanks to our incredible staff 
Daily, staff at Arawang PS go ‘over and above’ 
what is expected of employees.  I would like to 
acknowledge all these teachers and say a sincere 
thank you to them from the whole school 
community, for what they do for our students 
every day. 
 
Over the past two weeks I have had the privilege 
of meeting one-on-one with every teacher in the 

school for their Annual Professional Discussions.  
We have an exceptional group of caring, 
supportive, hardworking and professional people 
working at Arawang. 
 
Thank you most sincerely to all our staff.  We 
really appreciate all your efforts. 
 

All staff photo 
 
Indigenous Garden 
Great progress is being made in the construction 
of our Indigenous garden and outdoor classroom.  
The landscapers have constructed the 
Murrumbidgee River, the boomerang shaped 
gardens and the yarning circle. Parents are 
working on developing the wicking beds.  Work 
on the garden will continue over the next few 
months with the opening now planned for 
Wednesday 4 September. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank the 
Arawang community, Weston Creek Rotary, the 
ACT government and chef Midgelow and his 
supportive parents and students for raising funds 
for this worthwhile initiative.  To date we have 
collected the following monies: 
 



Colour fun run $12,114.42 

 

Weston Creek Rotary $500.00 
 
Active-A-Thon $5875.25 
 
Reconciliation grant $5000.00 
 
School café baking  $423.00 
 
In addition, the Education Directorate has been 
very generous in their support of this project. 
 
Opportunities still remain to contribute to the 
garden through sponsorship of a plant or plants.  
Information on how you can do this has been 
forwarded to you this week. 
 
There is a very big focus in our Directorate on 
ensuring an understanding of and promotion of 
cultural integrity in all ACT public schools.  The 
newly created outdoor classroom will provide 
marvellous opportunities for our students to 
learn more about the history, culture and lives of 
our First Australians as well as providing the café 
with supplies to make delicious Indigenous food. 
 
Thank you to all those staff, parents and 
community who have made such a positive 
impact on ensuring that Arawang provides 
authentic learning experiences for our children. 
 
Stranger Safety 
I have received the important message below 
from the Directorate to share with you. 
 
‘You may be aware of a stranger incident that 
occurred in the last 12 months on the south side 
of Canberra.  ACT Policing are continuing to 
investigate all incidents reported to them. 

 
These unfortunate incidents are a good reminder 
to us all to help our children understand the 
importance of stranger safety and the need to 
report any unusual incidents or approaches to 
staff immediately. Police urge anyone who may 
have witnessed an incident or has information 
that could assist Police to contact Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or via 
www.act.crimestoppers.com.au.   Information 
can be provided anonymously. 
 

 Please support us to keep our children safe by 
having conversations about moving safely around 
the community, and what to do if they feel 
unsafe.’   
 
Our school and the ACT Education Directorate 
will continue to work with ACT Policing on this 
issue.  Please do not hesitate to contact the 
school should you have any question. 

 
School Review 
From 3 – 7 June (Week 6) Arawang will host a 
School Review Committee of Ron Bamford from 
ACER, Mandy Kalyvas, Manager Pedagogy, 
Education Directorate and Annamaria Zuffo, 
principal, Lynham Primary School, who will be 
looking at how well we have achieved our 
strategic directions of improving literacy, 
numeracy and science in the school and whether 
we have improved the culture of learning over 
the past five years. 
 
We are very excited about showing off all the 
wonderful things we do in our school and the 
initiatives we have undertaken on our school 
improvement journey. 
 
I am receiving wonderful feedback from all sorts 
of sources about the opportunities that Arawang 
Primary offers its students. Many thanks to staff, 
students, parents and community members for 
your part in creating this really positive image of 
our school. 
 
I look forward to chatting to you tomorrow over 
breakfast. 
 

Jeni Page 

Principal 
 
 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
NAPLAN Online uses a tailored test design, which 
adapts to student responses in real time and 
presents students with questions that are more 
or less difficult based on a student’s test 
performance. 

http://www.act.crimestoppers.com.au/


The adaptive nature of the tests means students 
are more likely to stay engaged with the tests as 
they receive questions better suited to their 
ability, allowing children to show what they can 
do rather than just what they can’t.  

Students who find questions difficult early in the 
test are given some questions of lower 
complexity, more suited to their performance. 
These students are less likely to become 
discouraged as they progress through the tests. 
High-achieving students are given questions they 
will find more challenging. 

NAPLAN will be conducted online for all 
assessments except year 3 writing.  The 
assessments will take place at Arawang between 
14 – 24 May.  

Gifted and Talented Programs  
On Friday 5 April, Lucas and Aliya participated in 
the Gateways Eureka program ‘Science in 
Motion’. The day was split across three activities 
each designed to engage the students in a hands 
on learning experience to identify and 
understand a scientific concept. The activities 
were: 

• Mini moving molecular machines 

• Seeds in motion 

• Un;bee’lievable  

The three concepts explored were identifying 
DNA structures and functions, the elements of 
force, friction and gravity in seed germination 
and the abilities and experiences of insects 
(bees). The highlight of the day for both Lucas 
and Aliya was the opportunity to fly a drone 
while learning about bee movement. They also 
enjoyed learning about the DNA helix structure 
through origami and building a model helicopter 
to illustrate the ability of certain seeds to spread 
and germinate.  
 
The Eureka program costs $100 for students to 
participate.  It is a fun and interactive way to 
engage with learning and meet children from 
other schools and age groups. Lucas and Aliya 
cannot wait to attend again in Term 2!  
 
Ben Davies  
Deputy Principal  
 
 

 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
Sustainability News 
 
Easter Foil Recycling Competition 
Students have been busy in the last few weeks 
participating in Actsmart’s Easter foil recycling 
competition. This competition aimed to raise 
awareness around foil recycling. Did you know 
that scrunching foil into a large ball ensures that 
it will be recycled? During the recycling process, 
tiny pieces of foil will fly away or get stuck in the 
machinery, so scrunching foil into a ball that is 
about the size of a fist ensures that it is easier for 
the machine to pick up. Even greasy and dirty foil 
can be recycled. Aluminium foil can be recycled 
into aluminium cans, more foil or even an 
aluminium baseball bat or toy. 
 
Through the Easter foil recycling challenge, over 
10,000 students across 21 schools saved a 
whopping 44.55kg of aluminium from going to 
landfill. Thanks to all of those families who saved 
their foil wrappers and brought them in to school 
for us to use. 
 

Oscar, Alexander, Lara and Ashtyn holding the 
Easter egg foil ball 
 
If you would like to know more about what items 
you can recycle in ACT, you can have a look at the 
Recyclopaedia at 
https://www.act.gov.au/recycling/a-
z_waste_and_recycling_guide. 
 
Waste Free Tuesday 
This year the waste warriors of each class are 
collecting data and graphing the number of 

https://www.act.gov.au/recycling/a-z_waste_and_recycling_guide
https://www.act.gov.au/recycling/a-z_waste_and_recycling_guide


students who have a waste free lunch. Each week 
the winning classes receive a special trophy. 
Please encourage your child to bring a waste free 
lunchbox on Tuesdays, so that they can celebrate 
a win with sustainability. 
Alison Hicks 
 
Japanese  
Our Japanese Teaching Assistant, Miss Nodoka 
Fujimoto, has joined us from Kagoshima 
University. She will be working with our Japanese 
language teacher Nicolle Fisher for the remainder 
of this year. We are very excited to have Miss 
Fujimoto join us. If you see her around the 
school, please say hello and make her feel 
welcome. 
 
Miss Fujimoto would like to share some 
information about herself! 
 
My name is Nodoko Fujimoto. I'm from Nagasaki 
but I go to Kagoshima University. I am studying 
education and music at University. I love playing 
the piano, singing and playing the flute. I'm not 
good at English, but I'll try my best. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nodoko Fujimoto 
 
Sustainability Song Competition 

Last term students were given the challenge of 
writing a song that reflected the awesome work 
that Arawang does to keep our school 
sustainable.  There were many amazing entries 
and Mr. Rodger was blown away by the quality 
and creativity of the song writing, however, the 
winning songs came from:  
 

The Angels (Maggie, Elkie, Mikaela, Mae, Georgia 
- 2G, Ashtyn - 2LS, Lara, Claire – 2P and Edith – 
KR) 

Friendship of the Earth (Alanah, Lily P, Caitlin – 
5/6T) 
Frankie and Zoe (3D) 

 
 
 
All of the students who entered the competition 
performed at a special whole school concert and 
they did an amazing job.   
 
There were songs about how to recycle and help 
the environment and the crowd went wild.  The 
winning entries will also be recorded by Mr 
Rodger and these recordings will be used to 
promote the message of sustainability in the 
school, especially as the songs are all so catchy!   
 
Hopefully we will hear many more songs from 
these bands in the future, including runners up: 
The Epic Velociraptors, The Unicorns and The 
Shooting Stars. 
 
Jordan Rodger 
 



Active-A-Thon  
Last term all students participated in the school’s 
first Active-A-Thon out on the school oval. 
Students stretched, jumped, and jogged their 
way around ten activities, whilst recording the 
number of circuits they completed. Many, many 
students organised sponsors, either for each 
circuit or a donation. 
 
Funds raised are going to support the building of 
our Indigenous garden which is well under way. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to 

the many families, carers and friends of Arawang 
who contributed to the total $5875.25. 
 
This is a wonderful achievement and will be put 
to helping make the garden a fabulous learning 
space for our students. 
 
Café- Garden program with Chef Midgelow. 
It is time to contribute $20.00 to this program so 
Chef Midgelow can order the many ingredients 
that will be used in the cooking program this 
term.  
 
Some of this contribution will also go to the 
purchase of seeds or seedlings of winter 
vegetables to be planted in the kitchen garden, 
eventually for use in the café. 
 
Your contribution to the café program is vital if 
we are to continue to keep the program going. 
Please remember that students do get to sit 
down and eat the various dishes that they cook in 
their lesson each week. 
 
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
contact the school. 
 
Sue Cowie and Craig Midgelow 
 
Year 6 Parliament  
Students in Year 6 have been very busy in our 
School Parliament.  Over a number of weeks, 
Year 6 students visit classrooms for school 
improvement ideas, plan for and write bills, and 
then move to the library for a formal sitting.   
 
 
 
 

Formal sitting in the library 
 
Joel, The Speaker of the House, leads a lively and 
formal debate, with all students able to comment 
on and ask questions about each bill.  After much 
discussion, bills are voted upon.  If successful, 
they are then passed to the Senate for further 
discussion.  If the Senate approves, then the 
students combine efforts to take action! 

Joel the speaker  
 
The Arawang School Parliament gives our 
students a voice in the way they envision the 
school being run, and Year 6 students should be 
proud of the work they are undertaking to make 
Arawang the environment we all want it to be!   
 
Make sure you ask your senior student about 
how they are making a difference for Arawang 
Primary. 
 
Senator Greg Pratt 
 
 
 



Bike Servicing 
Last week Tyrone McCarroll from Trek Bikes came 
and serviced our bikes. The school wishes to 
express  a sincere thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tyrone 
servicing the bikes  
 
 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
Welcome back to term 2! We’re very excited to 
get back into all our learning and play together at 
preschool! We will be busy this term with lots of 
things happening at preschool. Some of the dates 
you might like to remember are: 
Friday 10 May : Turtles Class Mother’s Day 

morning 9 – 10am 

Monday 13 May – Echidnas Mother’s Day 

morning 9 – 10 am 

Koalas Mother’s Day 2 -3 pm 

Tuesday 14 May – Echidnas excursion to CMAG 

Wednesday 15 May – Preschool family STEM 

afternoon at preschool 4-5pm 

Tuesday 11 June – Koala’s excursion to CMAG 

Friday 28th June – Turtles excursion to CMAG 

As the weather is cooling down we’d like to ask 

everyone to please ensure that their child has a 

jacket to put on at preschool during outside play. 

Also to make sure that any spare clothes in your 

child’s bag are swapped over from summer to 

winter clothes!  

Lastly, next Wednesday 15 May after school the 

preschool will be holding a family STEM 

afternoon to launch the ELSA program in our 

classes. All preschool children and their parents 

are invited to come along and take part in lots of 

different STEM activities!  

Unfortunately, we can’t cater for everyone across 

the school community and as we’ll be using the 

classrooms and the playground space, the 

preschool playground will be CLOSED to all other 

children and families on that afternoon so that 

we can set up and run the afternoon as smoothly 

as possible. We thank you for your help and 

consideration in assisting us with this.  

We would also like to remind all school families 

who come and use our preschool playground out 

of hours to take care of our yard and the spaces 

in it. We have been having issues with equipment 

and garden rocks being moved and dog poo being 

left in the yard. Dogs are NOT allowed in the yard 

at any time. Thank you! 

Here are some photos of the Turtles meeting 

their new buddies from year 5/6 last Friday! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preschool with their new buddies 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mini Fete 
The preschool is looking for donations of books 
and puzzles for all ages and some home cooked 
yummy soups to sell at the Election Day mini 
fete. 
 

Signup sheets for soups and helpers are on the 
doors of the preschool teacher’s office. Books can 
be donated to the front office or the preschool 
directly.  
 

For more information or questions please email 
arawangpreschoolcommittee@gmail.com 

 
The Preschool P&C committee would like to 
thank all the families for donating items and 
selling raffle tickets. It was a fantastic response 
and we are so lucky to have such a wonderful 
community supporting the preschool. We raised 
$467 and had so many wonderful prizes to give 
out. The winners were: 

 

Ange Rhoades 

Ally 

Jess G 

Mel Ingram 

Madeline Campbell 
Dana Irvine  
The Fritz Family 

Lucinda Burchfield 

Teri Warfe  
Seonaid Knight 

Alan Gray 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P & C NEWS 
 
Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Our annual Mother’s Day breakfast will be on 
Friday 10 May starting at 8:00am. There will be a 
range of yummy goodies available from $1 - $4 
including coffee and bacon and egg rolls. Please 
come and enjoy this wonderful morning. 
 
Arawang P&C and Fun 4 Fitness Football After 
School Soccer Program 

Places are still available for  Tuesday & 
Wednesday afternoons 3:00 – 4:20pm. 
 
Children meet our coaches under the trees 
beside the soccer field inside the school grounds. 
We have time for a quick snack and drink before 
getting the sessions under way. 
 
Our sessions are aimed at encouraging children 
to love being active and the game of soccer. 
Students are divided up into age appropriate 
groups and have numerous coaches on hand to 
make sure they are given the care and attention 
each individual needs. 
 
At completion of the session, parents are asked 
to sign children out, or we can escort them to 
After School Care. 
 
Please email fun4fitnessfootball@gmail.com for 
further information 
 
 
Dance 4 Fitness ZumbaKids with Susan Innis 

mailto:arawangpreschoolcommittee@gmail.com
mailto:fun4fitnessfootball@gmail.com


There are only a handful of spots still available for 
ZumbaKids classes 
 
Monday 3:15 – 3:55pm (pre-school to year 2) 
Monday 4:00 – 4:45pm (year 3 to 6) 
Please contact Susan for further information on 
dance4fitness@live.com.au or 0409032076 
 
Susan Innis 
 
Music Tutor Scheme 

With the generous support of the school, the 
P&C’s Music Tutor scheme provides an 
opportunity for students to have weekly 
professional lessons with qualified music 
teachers during school hours. The scheme is 
currently taking enrolments for guitar, piano and 
violin (subject to discussion with the music tutor). 
You can find more information and the 
enrolment form on the school 
website http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/com
munity/music_tutor_scheme, or you can 
email arawangpandcmts@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
Uniform Shop  
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday: 8.45 - 9.15 am 
Thursday:     2.45 - 3.15 pm 
Online orders can be placed 
at flexischools.com.au. Flexischool orders will be 
available for collection from the Uniform Shop 
during opening hours. Please 
email arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com  after 
you have placed your order if you need to make 
alternative arrangements for collection. 
 
Donations of outgrown uniform items in 
reasonable condition are always appreciated. 
Funds raised by the sale of these items benefit 
the school community through the Arawang 

P&C.  Donations can be left at the front office if 
the uniform shop is unattended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rushing to get the kids to school in the morning 
AND get a decent cup of coffee? 
ARAWANG HAS THE SOLUTION TO YOUR 

DILEMMA! 
 
Starting week 2 of term 2, on Tuesday mornings 
between 8:10 – 9:10, Year 6 will be running their 
RISE AND GRIND café from the school canteen.  
We will be serving  espresso coffees and hot 
chocolates for $3. All proceeds raised by Year 6 
will go towards the annual year 6 gift to the 
school. 
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