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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
First round preschool  
enrolments closes tomorrow 
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME  
 
Years K – 6 World of Maths Roadshow  
Year 4 Gala Showcase  
Year 6 Mirinjani 
Year 5/6 Footsteps 
Year 3 – 6 ICAS  
Years 5/6 STEM Projects  
Preschool CMAG 
 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Thursday 19 December 

 
 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Winter is certainly upon us.  There is such a chill 
in the air.  It is time to rug up and stay warm. 
 
Again, the last fortnight has been a very busy one 
in our school with teachers preparing their mid-
term reports, visits by a school review team, 
Reconciliation Week and assembly, the district 
cross country, excursions to the STEM centre by 
year 4, a visit by Kenny Koala to kindergarten 
classes, the School Board meeting, professional 
learning by staff and numerous sporting events. 
Schools are always tremendously busy places. 
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Staff Matters 
Staff continue to attend professional learning 
both in and out of the school. The ‘pop up’ 
learning session for teachers, Words on 
Wednesdays led by our classroom teachers on 
aspects of numeracy, continue to be popular.  
 
Some staff are completing their Masters in 
Education, one staff member is marking NAPLAN 
to find out more about writing standards and 
ways to improve children’s writing. Five staff 
attended a Masterclass conducted by the 
University of Canberra on Indigenous education, 
and I attended a cultural integrity day at 
Yarramundi Reach with around thirty other 
principals.  
 
Our front office staff have been undertaking lots 
of professional learning to enhance their skills 
and knowledge. Finance, enrolments, and Work 
Health and Safety have been the main areas of 
focus.  
 
Last Friday, Michelle Maier, our deputy principal 
and I enhanced our knowledge about early 
childhood education by attending professional 
development with a very dynamic presenter, 
Catherine Hydon and  Kate McIntosh from the 
preschool was invited to attend an Early 
Childhood STEM conference in Cairns. Many 
thanks to staff for giving up so much of their 
personal time to be the best teachers and 
support staff they can be for the children of 
Arawang. 
 
Annual Professional Discussions 
I have now completed meeting with each teacher 
to discuss their career direction, under the 
Annual Professional Discussion process.  It has 
been a joy to meet with such a talented group of 
teachers in a professional discussion.  We are 
truly blessed at Arawang to have such caring and 
dedicated group of professionals working in all 
the classrooms at Arawang. 
 
Executive on leave 
From the end of week 8, I will be on leave until 
week 3 in term 3.  In my absence, Michelle Maier 
will be the principal for this term and Ben Davies 
for weeks 1 and 2 of next term.  Ben Davies will 
also be on leave for weeks 7 to 10 of this term.  

During Ben’s absence, Sue Cowie will be the 
deputy principal. Christie Wilson and Philippa 
Thomas will work in the executive roles in the 
school for the remainder of this term. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact any of the 
above staff if you have any issues or concerns 
during my absence. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Team  
 
Thanks to Volunteers 
There are so many parents, grandparents, 
community members and ex-teachers donating 
their time to improve learning at Arawang. If I 
begin to name you, I will probably miss out on 
mentioning someone. If you are one of these 
wonderful people, please know that you are 
making a truly valuable contribution to our 
school.  Your efforts are very much appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maree Blume – Volunteer   
 
School Board 
On Monday evening, the School Board met and 
welcomed Tim McIntosh to the role of chair.  
Professional learning has been provided by the 
Directorate for members of the Board, to 



enhance their knowledge about the roles and 
responsibilities of being a Board member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim McIntosh – Board Chair 
 
School Review 
A team of five educators has been in the school 
all this week, to talk to the executive team, 
teachers, students and parents about ways that 
we could advance our school in areas such as 
pedagogy, curriculum, data collection, 
partnerships, culture and resource use. Sincere 
thanks to all involved in discussions with the 
review team.  We really appreciate you sharing  
your views on learning and teaching at the our 
school. Thank you also for your time and support. 
 
During the visit, the year 6 students served a 
delicious lunch for all the staff and the visitors.  
Many thanks to Chef Midgelow, Alison Williams 
and Andrea McMillan for coaching the year 6 
chefs. The risotto, gnocchi, bread and butter 
pudding was delicious. 
 

Staff lunch 

I would like also to thank all the staff who busied 
around to make sure that our school was 
beautifully presented for our visitors. 
 
I will report more on the outcomes from the visit, 
the affirmations, commendations and the 
recommendations received, in the next 
newsletter. 
 

Review Team – Anna, Ron and Mandy 
 
Very supportive community 
I would like to thank and acknowledge parents, 
carers and staff for their response to a medical 
incident that occurred in the school last Monday.  
The school is blessed to have had such a talented 
and skilful group of people pulling together in 
difficult circumstances to ensure a positive 
outcome.  Many thanks to one and all for your 
incredible contribution and support.  
 
Progress Reports  
Teachers are in the process of finalising reports 
for all the children in their class.  These reports 
will be sent home, during the last week of term, 
on 2 July 2018.  Please do not hesitate to make 
an appointment with your class teacher if you 
wish to discuss your child’s progress. 
 
Wishing you all the best for the last few weeks of 
this term. Keep warm, enjoy those hot soups and 
remember that Spring is not far off. 

 
Jeni Page 

Principal 
 
 
 



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
All school, Junior and Senior Assemblies 
Earlier in the year we explained about assemblies 
at Arawang held on designated Fridays at 9.15am 
in the hall.  All school assemblies (in pink on the 
table below) are an opportunity for a whole team 
to showcase their learning to the whole school 
and are usually about an hour long.   
 
Arawang Achiever certificates are presented at 
the Junior school assemblies (in yellow on the 
table below) to students in kindergarten, year 1 
and year 2 and Senior school assemblies (in 
yellow on the table below) to year 3, 4, 5/6 
students.  
 
Junior and Senior school assemblies are shorter 
and are usually around 30 minutes long. Parents 
of students receiving awards are called or 
emailed prior to the assembly by class teachers. 
Next Friday 14 June the year 1 team will host the 
Junior assembly. 

The year level hosting an assembly is listed under 
the week of the assembly.   
 
Michelle Maier 
Deputy Principal   

 
National Reconciliation week is a time for all 
Australians to learn about our shared histories, 
cultures, achievements and to explore how each 
of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation.  
 
Last week students in year 4 presented an 
assembly to recognise this occasion. Other 
projects currently underway include the naming 
of all classrooms with a Ngunnawal word for an 
Australian animal. Also the opening of our 
Indigenous garden and learning space scheduled 
for term 3. We look forward to future 
opportunities to build our understanding and 
recognition of Indigenous cultures and histories.   

Indigenous Garden 
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
School Rostrum 2019 

Congratulations to all the class representatives 
who braved the challenge of standing in front of 
all the students in years 3 to 6 to present a three 
minute speech about a variety of topics from 
earthquakes to the wisdom of good advice.  The 
students were asked to present their speeches 
based on a number selected from a hat and 
offered their fantastic work to the large audience 
of students and parents. 

 
A pink colour represents an all school 
assembly. These assemblies are a showcase 
of student learning and other activities from 
around the school. These assemblies are 
usually an hour long.   

 
A yellow colour represents a junior or senior 
assembly. These assemblies focus on our 
Arawang Achiever awards and 1 or 2 short 
items from the year level hosts. These 
assemblies are usually half an hour.  



Class Representatives  
 
As always, the students gave the adjudicators a 
very challenging tasks of selecting the best 
speaker who will represent Arawang Primary 
School in June.   
 
Well done to Gwyneth in 5/6P who took a very 
innovative approach to the topic of ‘The View 
From the Top’ and Gaia as our runner up.  Well 
done also to all the students who presented such 
entertaining speeches this year. Thanks to 
Michelle and Sue for their challenging task of 
being this year’s adjudicators. 
 
Greg Pratt, Kate Wallis and Zareen Mistry. 
 
Food Scraps Friday   
We launched Food Scraps Friday across the 
whole school in June. It was very encouraging to 
see the class Waste Warriors collecting food 
scraps in their new compost buckets and deliver 
them to our kitchen garden. 

Benjamin, Will and Maya 
 

Scraps were then placed in either the worm farm 
bath tub or the compost bin, where many 
students were excited to see the worms at work. 
Thanks to Mrs Gurney for assisting the Waste 
Warriors.  
 
Linda Simmons and Alison Hicks.  

 
South Weston Cross Country  
On Monday 3 June, 45 students represented 
Arawang Primary at the South Weston Cross 
Country carnival at Stromlo park.  
 
 
 

Students faced the cold weather and hundreds of 
other runners with determination. Each age 
group ran 1km, 2km or 3km depending on their 
age. Proud parents and teachers cheered on all 
the participants.  
 
Well done to all of our Arawang runners. 
Congratulations to Lara P, Elkie R, Hugo G, Bram 
W and Bella R for making it to the ACT finals! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
The Koalas have been learning Japanese through 
our Early Learning Languages Australia (ELLA) 
program.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This fortnight we  learnt how to say ‘hello, what is 
your name?’ and ‘hello, my name is...’ in 
Japanese.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children then each had a turn at writing their 
name using Japanese symbols. I was very 
impressed with their efforts! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katy Meeuwissen  
Preschool  
 
 

P & C NEWS 
 
At the most recent P&C meeting, there was 
discussion about handing out birthday party 
invitations at school. This was in response to 
correspondence from a parent that was sent to 
the P&C, and subsequently forwarded on to the 
school.  
 
The P&C has asked the school to remind parents 
to be sensitive and discreet when handing out 
birthday party invitations at school, and in 
particular that they not be handed out during 
school assemblies or at the morning class lines. 
 
Music Tutor Scheme 

With the generous support of the school, the 
P&C’s Music Tutor scheme provides an 
opportunity for students to have weekly 
professional lessons with qualified music 
teachers during school hours. The scheme is 
currently taking enrolments for guitar, piano and 
violin (subject to discussion with the music tutor). 
You can find more information and the 
enrolment form on the school 
website http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/com
munity/music_tutor_scheme, or you can 
email arawangpandcmts@gmail.com.  
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Uniform Shop  
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday: 8.45 - 9.15 am 
Thursday:     2.45 - 3.15 pm 
Online orders can be placed 
at flexischools.com.au. Flexischool orders will be 
available for collection from the Uniform Shop 
during opening hours. Please 
email arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com  after 
you have placed your order if you need to make 
alternative arrangements for collection. 
 
Donations of outgrown uniform items in 
reasonable condition are always appreciated. 
Funds raised by the sale of these items benefit 
the school community through the Arawang 
P&C.  Donations can be left at the front office if 
the uniform shop is unattended. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Winter Tennis 
Program/Holiday 
Kids Tennis Camp 
 
Winter Junior Tennis Coaching @ South & North 
Canberra Tennis Clubs 
 - Qualified Tennis Australia Coaches 
 - Free tennis racquet for new players 
 - Trial lesson available 
 
July School Holiday Camps  @ Old Parliament 
House Tennis Club 
 - July 8th - 10th (Week 1) & July 17th - 19th 
(Week 2) 
 - All ages & abilities  
 - Morning, half-day & full-day options 
 
Contact: www.tenniscanberra.com.au | 0416 186 
121 | play@tenniscanberra.com.au 
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