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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Thursday 7 June Christian Education 
Monday 29 July Athletics Carnival  
(Note to come) 
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME  
Year 5/6 Foot Steps Dance Program  
Year 4 Limelight Gala 
Kindergarten National Art Gallery 
Years 3 – 6 ICAS  
Year 5/6 STEM  
 
 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Thursday 19 December 

 
 
 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Only two weeks until the children and teachers 
enjoy the winter break.  You can sense that this 
‘time out’ will be welcomed.  Teachers have been 
working long hours after school to complete the 
reports which will be forwarded to parents on 2 
July. Along with the preparation for the School 
Review which was held in week 6, it has been a 
very busy and tiring time for all in the school. 
 
School Review 
We were delighted by the feedback we received 
from the visiting panel following the review.  
They were particularly complimentary about the 
learning culture that exists at Arawang.  The chief 
reviewer who visits schools across Australia, Ron 
Bamford, from ACER, said that he could ‘feel’ this 

mailto:admin@arawangps.act.edu.au
http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/


culture as soon as he walked through the front 
door.  Visitors and relief staff to our school also 
express this sentiment as well.  They all note that 
the school ‘feels’ and is very welcoming and 
supportive. The panel wrote that ‘there is a 
happy, optimistic feel in the school and a strong 
sense of pride and belonging.’  
 
The reviewers also commended the school on the 
amount and type of professional learning that 
occurs in the process of developing our expert 
teacher team and our support staff. They 
commented that we were unique in engaging 
critical friends who are experts in literacy and 
mathematics to work with all the staff within the 
school and at time with parents. 
 
It was evident to the visiting panel that parents, 
staff and the leadership team were committed to 
every student’s success at Arawang. They also 
congratulated the school on the improvement to 
the physical environment and the part it played 
in wellbeing outcomes for students and staff. 
 
The review team was very impressed by the 
quality and number of partnerships established 
by the school and the range of opportunities 
available to students.  In particular they 
mentioned the school kitchen garden, 
sustainability, café and music programs, 
classifying these as outstanding programs. 
 
The school will take on board the suggestion 
from the panel that we have a narrower and 
sharper improvement focus over the next five 
years.  They advised that the new plan should 
have targets which should be communicated to 
staff and the community. 

 

A copy of the commendations, affirmations and 
recommendations from the review process will 
be posted on the website in a week or two for 
your information. 
 
I would like to say a very big thank you to the 
staff, students, parents and community members 
who spent time with the panel. Thank you for 
giving up your time to inform other educators 
about school life and learning at Arawang. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painting 
Some of the internal walls around the year 3 
classrooms have been painted over the long 
weekend.  New Autex boards and bag hooks will 
be attached to the walls during the next school 
break. 
 
The canteen corridor along with the kindergarten 
and year 1 corridors will receive a coat of paint 
during the winter holidays.  Again, Autex boards 
to display children’s quality work and bag hooks 
will be attached to all the walls.  
 
I would like to acknowledge the Directorate for 
their wonderful support of our school.  I would 
also like to thank QUAY Building Group who 
continue to ‘fit in’ our school repairs and 
maintenance during the holiday time and at 
weekends. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder re staffing 
For the next two weeks, Michelle Maier will be 

the principal at Arawang PS and Sue Cowie the 

deputy principal.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact either Michelle or Sue if you wish to 

discuss any matters about the school or your 

child. 

 

Happy winter break. I hope to catch up with you 

again in week 3, term 3.  

 

Jeni Page 

Principal 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Rostrum speech final 
Last Thursday evening, Ben Davies and I had the 
pleasure of watching Gwyneth from year 6 
represent Arawang Primary at the Rostrum 
quarter final round held at St Jude’s primary. The 
quarter final included finalists from 7 local 
schools.  The standard of speeches was very high 
and Gwyneth spoke superbly coming runner-up 
with her speech titled, ‘The view from the top’.  
She will now progress to the semi-final.  Well 
done Gwyneth we are all so proud of you and 
congratulate you on this great achievement.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 
The nationally consistent approach to data 
collection provides all Australian schools with a 
clear picture of the number of students receiving 
adjustments because of disability, and the 
adjustments they are providing to enable them to 
participate in education on the same basis as 
other students.   
 
All government and non-government schools that 
receive Australian Government funding are 
required to provide information for the purposes 
of the national data collection. The information 
collected will not explicitly identify individual 
students. The NCCD assists schools to review 
learning programs, teaching and support 
systems. 
 
Further information has been attached to this 
newsletter. 
 
Semester 1 Reporting 
At Arawang Primary School, we report twice a 
year on a student’s progress against the 
Australian Curriculum. The Australian Curriculum 
specifies the knowledge, understanding and skills 
to be taught and learned within a given subject 
area from kindergarten to year 6.   
 
The semester 1, A-E student report will reflect 
student progress towards the end-of-year 
achievement standard. All students from years 1 
through to 6 will receive grades that reflect the 
level to which a student is ‘on-track’ in achieving 
their final grade.  
 
For all learning areas (except English, 
mathematics and science) achievement is 
reported once a year. For example, if history is 
taught in semester 1, it will only be reported on 
in that semester. Where specific English, 
mathematics and science content from the 
Australian Curriculum has not been taught in a 
particular semester, then this will be indicated on 
the report by ‘N/A’ (not applicable).  
 
Further information about the Australian 
Curriculum can be found here: 
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/  
Preschool students will receive a report based on 
The Early Years Learning Framework.  
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Information about the framework can be found 
here: 
http://www.deewr.gov.au/earlychildhood/policy
_agenda/quality/pages/earlyyearslearningframe
work.aspx   
 
This semester we will also send home a portfolio 
of student work.  Your child’s portfolio 
complements the school report and is a 
collection of selected pieces of work undertaken 
in semester 1. Work samples are an important 
element in the school’s assessment and reporting 
evidence as defined by the achievement 
standards in the Australian Curriculum. Please 
take the time to share, ask questions and 
celebrate your child’s learning by participating 
positively and encouraging your child to show 
and explain the portfolio to you.  Once you have 
done this, please return portfolios by Friday 2 
August (term 3, week 2) at the latest.   
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
School Administration  
The contact email address for the school is  
admin@arawangps.act.edu.au . Please email any 
student absences or queries to this email address 
and it will be passed on to the appropriate 
person. Please keep in mind when emailing the 
front office that you include your child’s full 
name and class. 
 
If any of your circumstances or contact details 
have changed please ensure you update these 
details with the front office. 
 
The increasing number of phone calls from 
parents requesting that messages be delivered to 
children during the day is becoming excessive. 
We would kindly like to remind parents to ensure 
they have discussed afternoon plans with their 
children ahead of time or to please email the 
front office or class teachers in the morning if a 
student is to be picked up during the day. We are 
a very busy school with over 500 students and 
sometimes find it difficult to relay the messages 
to students as we are attending to duties or 
medical treatment of students.  
 

We would like to encourage notes to be handed 
to the classroom teacher first thing in the 
morning. A representative from the front office 
collects the notes every morning at 9:15am. 
Please ensure the notes have your child’s full 
name and class details on them and are handed 
in on or before the due date. 
 
Front Office Team 
 
World of Maths 

Last week, all classes from K-6 participated in the 
World of Maths Roadshow. A large variety of 
hands-on mathematics activities were set up in 
the hall for students to interact with.  

 
These activities encouraged students to make 
predictions, think creatively and solve problems 
using their knowledge of mathematics.  
 
Students were able to work individually or with 
other class members to record their answers. A 
number of concepts were covered through the 
activities, including addition, spatial awareness, 
2D shape, measurement and direction. It was 
great to hear feedback from parents about 
positive and meaningful conversations that 
happened at home after World of Maths. A big 
thanks to Alison Hicks for organising such a 
valuable experience for students. 
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Sustainability News 

 
Container Deposit Scheme 
The ACT Container Deposit Scheme (ACT CDS) 
encourages recycling in our community. Under 
the Scheme, you can return empty beverage 
containers to receive a 10 cent refund for each 
container. Eligible containers include most glass, 
PET, HDPE, aluminium, steel or cartons between 
150mL and 3L in size. 
 
The Container Deposit Scheme is in full swing at 
Arawang! Year 1 children have been busy 
collecting containers at break times. Eligible 
containers that are commonly found at our 
school include flavoured milk containers, juice 
containers and Glee drink cans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can bring in your containers from home too, 
and drop them off in a plastic bag at the 
collection bin in our rear car park, or give them to 
Miss Hicks. Please start bringing in your 
containers! 
 

If you are interested in taking bags of containers 
to the Salvation Army at Phillip for us every few 
weeks, please let us know through the front 
office. We have an information sheet that you 
can pick up, which outlines what you need to do 
to drop them off. For more information, go to 
https://actcds.com.au/ 
 
 
Alison Hicks and Linda Simmons 
 
Instrumental Music Program  
Congratulations to the Arawang students (and 
their parents) who braved the chilly weather for 
the annual IMP Winter winds concert held at 
Llewellyn Hall. There were 28 schools 
represented and students in the Primary Concert 
Choir, Junior Concert Band and Primary Concert 
band did Arawang Primary school very proud. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 STEM Visit  
On Wednesday of Week 7, the year 4 students 
ventured off to the STEM centre at Chisholm High 
School for some fun and learning. The acronym 
STEM means Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths. Year 4 participated in hands on 
activities where they engineered flying foxes and 
rockets, collected data on their performances, 
made changes on the design of their vehicles to 
improve performance whilst considering the 
science of friction, thrust and gravity.  

https://actcds.com.au/


 

Students were asked to build a flying fox that 
would carry a freddo frog safely and quickly 
across a zipline of 360 cm of nylon fishing line. 
They had a budget of $4 and were expected to 
create their designs from materials at a pop- up 
science shop.  
 
Most groups chose a cup as the carrier and then 
varied the attachment line. What did we learn? 
We learnt that some materials created more 
friction than others, that weight also could slow 
down the speed of the carrier and that the cup 
wasn’t the only way to carry a frog from point A 
to B. The quickest and safest way to move the 
frog was with a harness attached to a straw and 
then threaded to the zipline. Who knows this 
could be a new mode of transport for future 
school children or a thrill at a fun park. 
 

The second experiment required students to 
build a rocket that with enough thrust could 
hurtle through the air at great speeds to land on 
one of the outer planets. Thrust came from one 
of the foot pumps and the power was 
determined by some of our overzealous students. 

Rockets were tested three times and the results 
of distance were recorded. Then students were 
asked to change one of the variables that might 
assist distance and a further 3 tests were 
completed. Students completed a third test, 
averaged the results for each test and compared 
their findings.  
 
One group’s rocket made it to another galaxy and 
was only limited by the walls of the science 
centre. This rocket had a nose cone, fins to cut 
the air, a slender body where the thrust was 
maximised because no energy escaped and an 
almighty burst of energy to release the thrust to 
push the rocket into outer space.  

 
The last activity was some time using holograms 
as a learning tool. Students used glasses and a 
computer to tap into a program that had 
students manipulating three D images of the 
Solar System. They were supposed to collect 
information and fill in a table. Students were in 
awe of the experience.  

Overall we had a great day and were sorry it was 
over. We learnt a lot, the science of forces, the 



technology of flying foxes, rockets and 
holograms, the engineering of materials that 
consider the elements of science and the 
technology of the builds and the maths of 
comparing the collected data.  
 
Vicky Bresnan  
Year 4 Teacher  
 
 
Library and Book Club News 
Thank you to all the student library helpers who 
shelve books, clean tables and tidy the library 
during their lunch break. 
 
A huge thank you also to Jan (Henry B’s 
grandmother) who has donated so many amazing 
books to the library. 
 
The next Scholastic Book Club brochure will be 
sent home next term. Thank you to all families 
who purchased books from Issue 3. 
 
Please remind students that books should be 
returned regularly; all loans are for two weeks. 
There are currently more than 200 books 
overdue.  
 
 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
 Weston Creek Vet Clinic Visit  
This week has been a very interesting week for 
preschool. The Echidnas, Koalas and the Turtles 
planned to visit our local vet clinic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is tying in with the children’s interest in 
learning about pets and animals. The dramatic 
play spaces of vet clinics and pet shops have been 
set up in the preschool environments, and the 
children have thoroughly enjoyed role playing 
various positions in these spaces.  
 
The Echidnas and Koalas walked over to the vet 
clinic on Monday and met Dr Meredith Phillip. 
She talked about all the important jobs she does 
to look after animals. We met ‘Frosty’ the 
greyhound who had his ears checked and his 
heart listened to by Dr Phillip.  We also saw his 
big heart on the Ultrasound. He is a very patient 
dog! We saw where all the animals have their 
operations and rest afterwards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We learnt that it is important to have our pets 
vaccinated to keep them from becoming very 
sick. We also met ‘Rocket’ the dog who had come 
to the vet to have an XRAY because he might 
have swallowed a sock! And yes he did swallow a 
sock! Poor Rocket! Dr Phillip says she cares for 
dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, mice and rats and 
she also had snakes as patients. We found it very 
interesting that she needs to put the snakes into 
the refrigerator to slow their heart rates down 
before she can look into their mouths! 

 
 
 



Dr Phillip has even helped birds lay their eggs 
when the eggs get stuck. So we discovered that 
the role of being a vet requires many different 
skills and of course a love of animals. The Turtles 
will go on their vet clinic visit on Thursday. 
 
 

Arawang Preschool P&C 

The Preschool families have had a huge term. We 
raised a wonderful $861.55 at our soup and book 
stall on Election Day. It was a fantastic 
atmosphere and great fun. All leftover books 
were donated to Lifeline. 
 
The money raised is going towards painting the 
portable outdoor stage.  Special thank you to 
those who helped out on the day and those who 
cooked up a storm! 
 
Chocolates Fundraiser 
The Preschool P&C is now raising money for a 
Bluetooth projector for use in the preschool 
classrooms. To achieve this we are running a 
Cadbury Chocolates fundraiser. 
 
We appreciate that selling chocolates isn't the 
preferred fundraising choice for every family. This 
is an optional fundraiser, so families can opt out. 
 
Those not in preschool this year are welcome to 
join in too - so pop over to the preschool if you 
would like to take a box of chocolates and help us 
out! 
 
Preschool Fun Day  
The annual preschool Fun Day has been set for 
September 7th. More details closer to the event! 
 

 

P & C NEWS 
 
Music Tutor Scheme 

With the generous support of the school, the 
P&C’s Music Tutor scheme provides an 
opportunity for students to have weekly 
professional lessons with qualified music 
teachers during school hours. The scheme is 
currently taking enrolments for guitar, piano and 
violin (subject to discussion with the music tutor). 
You can find more information and the 
enrolment form on the school 

website http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/com
munity/music_tutor_scheme, or you can 
email arawangpandcmts@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
Uniform Shop  
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday: 8.45 - 9.15 am 
Thursday:     2.45 - 3.15 pm 
Online orders can be placed 
at flexischools.com.au. Flexischool orders will be 
available for collection from the Uniform Shop 
during opening hours. Please 
email arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com  after 
you have placed your order if you need to make 
alternative arrangements for collection. 
 
Donations of outgrown uniform items in 
reasonable condition are always appreciated. 
Funds raised by the sale of these items benefit 
the school community through the Arawang 
P&C.  Donations can be left at the front office if 
the uniform shop is unattended.  
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