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Learning and Growing Together  
 
 

 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
March 
30 Good Friday 
 
April  
2 Easter Monday 
3-5 Three way interviews 
5  Christian Education  
13 Anzac Day assembly 
 
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME  
March 
Easter hat parade 
Anzac Day assembly 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2018  
Term 1  
Monday 5 February to 13 April 
Term 2  
Monday 30 April to Friday 6 July 
Term 3 
Monday 23 July to Friday 28 September 
Term 4 
Monday 15 October to Friday 21 December 
 
 

 

 
REMINDER  
Wednesday breakfast club 8:00 am-8:45am 
Wednesdays school banking 
Waste free Tuesdays 
 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 
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We are racing towards the end of term 1 and a 
number of really important events will be 
occurring before we head off on school holidays 
which are from 16 ς 27 April. In the week after 
Easter, three-way-interviews with your class 
teachers will occur.  Please make sure you book 
your appointment online. On 6 April the Deputy 
Director General of Education, Deb Efthymiades 
will visit the school and on 11 April the Director 
General of Education, Natalie Howson will 
officially open the new facilities in the school ς 
the reflection garden, year 5 classrooms, the 
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ovals, the Spider Web and the mathematics 
corridor. 
 
Three Way Interviews 
Information has been forwarded to you on how 
you can organise an appointment with your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘer on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings, next week (3-5 April). 
 
If you are having difficulty accessing the portal, 
please contact Ben Davies, deputy principal, or 
the front office. 
 
P&C Disco ς Friday 23 March 
Cǳƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŀŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΩ 
disco last Friday. Thanks to all the parents who 
organised and hosted this function. 
 

 
 
Easter Hat Parade 
The Easter hat parade is always a colourful and 
exciting event for children and for mums and 
dads as well.  This year, the parade was held on 
Wednesday 28 March at 9:00am.   
 
It was fun to see all those wonderful creations 
that you helped the children to design and make. 
Thanks to each and every one of you for your 
efforts. 

 

 

    
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Welcome Morning Tea - Wednesday 28 March  
A gathering of folk, new to the Arawang 
community, was held yesterday in the school 
library.  Attendees were able to give feedback to 
the school, ask questions and meet other new 
parents and grandparents. 
 
Members of the P&C, the School Board and 
executive staff shared information with those 
who attended. 
 
 
Athletics Carnival 
The school athletics carnival was held today at 
Woden Athletics Park. 
 
²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ΨƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻΩ ƴƻ 
matter what their skill level.  It is the joining in 
the spirit of the carnival that is the important 
lesson on this day. 
 
It was great to see the children in their House 
colours of yellow ς Coree, blue ς Bimberi, red ς 
Franklin and green ς Gingera.  The House chants  
added a wonderful atmosphere to the event. 
 
My sincere thanks to Paul Robertson, Ben Davies, 
Mandy Rose, Craig Midgelow, Emily Slater, Kate 
Wallis, Kevin Shortt and other staff and parents 
and year 9 and 10 students from Mt Stromlo High 
School for their part in organising and running 
such a successful carnival.  Thanks also to the 
front office staff for attending to all the 
administration associated with the day.  
 

 
 
 
ANZAC Day celebrations 
The Woden Valley RSL Sub Branch will be holding 
an ANZAC and PEACE ceremony for local schools 
on Tuesday, 10 April at 11:00am at Eddison Park 
in Woden. 
 
The Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister 
and some members of the School Parliament will 
be accompanying me to this event.  
 
The school will hold its ANZAC Day ceremony on 
Friday 13 April 2018 at the year 5 led assembly at 
9.15am.  
 
 
Preschool Enrolments for 2019 
The process for enrolling students for the 2019 

school year has not changed from 2018. All 

applications will be submitted via the online 

enrolment form. 

www.det.act.gov.au 
 

30 April 2018: Online enrolment form opens  

4 June 2018: Online enrolment form closes 

4-26 June 2018: Enrolments considered  

27 June 2018: Enrolment offers sent to families.  

 
 
School Open Day 
The school will host an open day on Thursday 24 
May from 9:30am-11:00am when information 
about the school and preschool will be made 
available.  A tour of the school will form part of 
this information session. 
 
 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/


Improvement in Mathematics  
This year, as part of the school improvement 
process, there is a very big focus on enhancing 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΦ 
 
In this regard, the school has again employed a 
mathematics lecturer, Theresa Shellshear, as the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ 
intensive professional learning with staff and is 
improving the quality of the mathematics 
resources available for staff and students to use. 
 
In early April, the school will be creating a 
mathematics corridor to facilitate hands on 
learning of number and shape concepts by 
children in the school.  The school has 
commissioned colourful carpet squares to be 
designed and made for the purpose. This 
mathematics space will incorporate the sunken 
courtyard in teaching about circles and compass 
directions. 
 

 
 
Executive Staff at Arawang 
I am really fortunate to be leading an exceptional 
school with a fantastic leadership team and a 
wonderful staff.   While I am on leave or at 
meetings, the deputy principals, Ben Davies and 
Michelle Maier will manage the school. 
 
Ben Davies, in his role as executive staff member, 
looks after year 3 to year 6 students, teachers, 
curriculum and pedagogy. Ben also teaches a 
year 5 class for two days each week. 
 

         
 Ben Davies       Michelle Maier 
 
Michelle Maier is the executive member 
responsible for the same areas for preschool to 
year 2 classes or the early childhood part of the 
school.   
 
Sue Cowie, executive teacher, manages the 
specialist staff who teach learning areas such as 
the café, music, creative arts, languages, EALD 
and cafe. 
 
Margaret Davidson looks after the front office 
and support staff, school facilities and school 
finances in her role as Business Manager.  
 
All these staff are amazing professionals and we 
are truly fortunate to have them as part of the 
school executive team. 
 

            
Margaret Davidson       Sue Cowie 
 
Staff Professional Learning 
Since the last newsletter, Arawang staff have 
been attending professional learning on: Positive 
Behaviours for Learning; Early Childhood 
Education and mathematics. 
 
Staff have also continued to meet with their 
supervisors for their performance and 
development meetings. Annual Professional 
Discussions with the principal will commence 
next week. 



ELLA ς Early Language Learning Australia 
It is a delight to visit our preschool to view all the 
magic things that are happening there.  One of 
the new programs, introduced this year is the 
teaching of the Japanese language and culture to 
the preschool children.  If you know a pre-
schooler from Arawang, please ask them to tell 
you numbers, colours, hello and goodbye in 
Japanese.  They are just so clever!!! 
 

 
 
Sincere thanks to Katy Meeuwissen for 
submitting an application for Arawang to be 
funded for this program.  Thanks also to Kate 
McIntosh and Katy for all their efforts in not only 
teaching Japanese but in having the children 
develop their own story book in Japanese. 
 
 
Harmony Day 
On Tuesday 21 March, children and staff came 
dressed in national costume or in the colour 
orange to celebrate our multi-cultural heritage.   
Staff were also treated to a delicious lunch in the 
staff room with delicacies from all different 
countries.  
 

 
 

 
 
Sincere thanks to Louise McKellar, Nicolle Fisher 
and Tiffany Roweth for their organisation of 
another fabulous day at Arawang. 
 

 
 
 
School Library 
I would like to acknowledge the work of the 
library manager Anne Neilen and her band of 
supporters, for the contribution they make to the 
education of our Arawang children. 
 

 
 



We have a wonderful library with an array of 
quality literature that can be borrowed and read 
both at school and at home by our children (and 
their mums and dads). It is a real delight when 
you see children getting excited about reading, 
particularly when they want to share the story 
with their principal. 
 
Thanks to Anne for the myriad of things that she 
does everyday for our school.  The staffroom 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǎǇƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ !ƴƴŜΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ 
visits. 

 
Anne Neilen 
 

Social, Emotional Development of Children 
Mums and dads, if you are interested in a book 
that focuses on parenting and child wellbeing, 
you might like to read The Bonsai Child ς Judith Y 
Locke, Ph.D 
 
The book gives suggestions on how to help your 
child develop confidence, resilience and self 
regulation.  These messages tie in well with the 
information that students are being taught in our 
social emotional wellbeing program at Arawang 
Primary School, You Can Do It. 
 
Ask your child about ς Connie Confidence, Rosie 
Resilience and Penny Persistence. Also ask your 
child about success and happiness which are the 
themes being discussed in class this term. 
 
 
Community Involvement in our School 
Yesterday, a group of seven volunteers from 
Boral-Landcare group, visited the school and 
planted out the new garden behind the year 5 
rooms.  Beautiful Bottlebrush and Kangaroo Paw 
now decorate the garden.  In addition these 
volunteers planted out the sunken garden at the 
entrance to the school with stunning white 
Camellias.  The school very much appreciates the 
annual visit from this group.  Thanks to Kevin 

Shortt, BSO, for his work associated with the 
activities on the day. 
 

 
 
Thanks also needs to be extended to the 
Taskmaster Group for providing hundreds of 
packets of seeds to facilitate the growing of 
vegetables and herbs in the kitchen garden. 
Again, we very much appreciate their support. 
 
Sport News 
Congratulations to all the winners and runners up 
in the events at the swimming carnival.  I have 
been delighted to present you with your ribbon 
at morning lines. 
 

 
 
Sporting Grants 
A very big thank you to Vicky Bresnan for her skill 
in grant writing which has resulted in Arawang 
children receiving expert tuition in a range of 
sports over the past few weeks including cricket. 
Vicky has managed to secure an additional 
$3,400 for specialists to visit the school in term 2 
ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ 
basketball and tennis.  Well done Vicky. 
 
 


