
 
 
ARAWANG PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 

                                   Quality Education – Caring For All 

 
 
Nemarang Crescent                                                    Jeni Page    
Waramanga ACT 2611                                               Principal 
 
Phone: 6142 0660 
Fax:      6142 0676 
 
Canteen: 6142 0661 
After School Care: 0450 268 396 
 
Email:   admin@arawangps.act.edu.au                                                
 

                                     
                            
                                           Business Manager                                                 
                                         Margaret Davidson 
                                                     
                                                     Board Chair     
                                                  Tim McIntosh 
 
                                                 P&C President 
                                                   Kylie Dunstan 
 
Website:   www.arawangps.act.edu.au  
 

                12 September 2019          Term 3          Week 8 
 

 
Learning and Growing Together 

 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
16-27 September - K-1 AIS swim school  
19-20 September Year 3-4 Birrigai camp  
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME 
School Band Floriade excursion  
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 3  
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4  
Monday 14 October to Thursday 19 December 
Term 1 2020 
Monday 3 February (new students) 
Tuesday 4 February (continuing students) 
to Thursday 9 April 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION          
 
 
                                                                               

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Spring is here.  It is wonderful to see the trees 
come into leaf again.  Only two weeks until the end 
of term.  How quickly time passes.  It has been a 
very busy term three filled with loads of exciting 
events. 
 
Opening of the Indigenous Garden 
Last Monday, 2 September, was a special day in 
the history of Arawang.  This day marked the 
opening of our Indigenous Garden by the Minister 
for Education, Yvette Berry.  The opening was also 
 attended by our Director General, Meg Brighton. 

Meg Brighton-Director General 
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Billy Tompkins, parent and Ngunnawal elder 
welcomed us to Country.  Billy also conducted a 
smoking ceremony to cleanse the garden and 
planted a commemorative shrub, with the 
Minister, in the new garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lila Lalor, our year 4 teacher wrote the most 
beautiful song for the opening – Where Mulyan 
and Sky Meet.  All year 4 students, the choir and 
our Indigenous students sang this very moving 
song to the official guests, children, staff and 
parents in the hall.   
 
The audience was also treated to a beautifully 
produced power point, telling them about the 
history and symbolism of the garden.  Mr Pratt’s 
drone viewed the garden from above (as you do 
with Indigenous art work) and showed us the 
Eagle view of our new wonderful learning space. 
 

 
 
After the opening in the garden by the Minister, 
(and a fire evacuation) the official party feasted on 
bush tucker.  This is the first time I have ever eaten 
Emu.  It was quite delicious.  Wattle seed hummus 
was another favourite. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you most sincerely 
to Chef Midgelow, the 
year 6 students and the 
helpers in the café, for 
producing and serving a 
very memorable lunch. 
Thanks also to Ms Cowie 
for ensuring that the 
circular courtyard looked 
splendid. The touch of 
wattle made such a 
difference. 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The school has received many accolades not only 
on the creation of the garden but on the assembly 
and the very respectful behaviour of our students 
who demonstrated their best PBL expectations.  
Many thanks to the members of the Indigenous 
and Cultural Integrity committee, Katie Love, 
Alison Hicks, Nicolle Fisher, Zareen Mistry, Craig 
Midgelow, Sue Cowie and Michelle Maier for 
working with me to build a very special learning 
place in our school and for treating our guests to a 
memorable day at the opening.  

 
 
 



I would especially like to acknowledge the work of 
Kristy Peters and Tim, her partner and the 
extended family for the magnificent murals that 
now adorn the walls surrounding the garden area.  
The whole school community is now joined 
together by interconnecting hands on the walls. 
What wonderful symbolism. 
 
Kristy’s artwork also appeared on the bookmarks 
handed to all children to commemorate the 
occasion.  Thanks to Rachael Buchanan for her 
amazing work on the bookmarks, program, menu 
and the assembly proceedings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children have been using this learning space and 
teachers have reported it to be a very spiritual 
experience.  I loved seeing the artwork that the 
year 1 students produced following their time in 
the garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks to all the community members who 
contributed to the garden, either financially or in 
kind.  Your efforts have been very much 
appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Journeys – Friday 9.00am – 10.00am 
Just a reminder that tomorrow you are most 
welcome to visit your child’s classroom to view the 
wonderful work they have been doing this year. 
 
This visit will also highlight what all the children 
have been doing in science, some classes have 
been growing bacteria and plants, others 
researching all sorts of interesting topics and 
others conducting fun experiments. 
 
As we are in the process of determining the 
direction and focus of the school for the next five 
years, it would be appreciated if you would 
indicate, (using the dots that will be given to you 
as you enter the classrooms) which of the priority 
areas you would most like to see in the next 
Arawang Primary School Improvement Plan 2020 
- 2024.  There will be voting sheet as you exit the 
room. It is important that you have your say in the 
direction of our future.  Thanking you in 
anticipation, for completing this quick survey. 
 
 
Change to the newsletter format 
Beginning term 4, our newsletter will have a new 
look.  We will be adopting a format that will make 
it easier to read in the digital format.  (Was that 
parent applause I just heard?) 
 
Along with the newly formatted newsletter, you 
will be able to access our new school app. With 
this app you will be able to view the new 
community calendar, provide information to the 
school and read the newsletter. This will also 
mean that messages can be popped into your 
digital phone or device in case of an emergency or 
if quick updates are needed. 
 
To ensure that you are able receive these 
messages and the newsletter, we will need to have 
the correct contact details for you.  In the near 
future, all families will be asked to check and if 
need be, update all contact numbers and email 
addresses.  It would facilitate organisation if this 
could be done quickly and the information 
returned to the front office. 
 
 
 
 
 



Alicia Frewin from our front office team, will be 
coordinating the introduction of the new 
streamlined newsletter and messaging system.  
Please do not hesitate to contact Alicia if you 
would like to find out more about this exciting new 
venture.  (Tel: 6142 0660) 
 
 
Staff news 
We are delighted to report that Brydi Ashton, 
teacher of year 4, has a son, Liam, born last Friday.  
Mum, bub and the family are all doing well. 
 
We have a number of pre service teachers and 
work experience students in the school at the 
moment.  Arawang is always happy to support the 
growth of future teachers. Thirty three preservice 
teachers share the science curriculum with year 4 
each week.  An additional 27 have fun with year 3 
on physical education and sport. 
 
I can’t tell you how proud I feel about all the staff 
who work here at Arawang.  There is such a sense 
of colleagiality, endeavour, support and a love of 
all our children evident every day.  Please take 
time to acknowledge your child’s teacher and 
other staff at the Learning Journey event 
tomorrow.  The staff of Arawang, really deserve 
enormous accolades. 
 
I am looking forward to catching up with you in the 
morning.  
 

Jeni Page 

Principal 
 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
SMS attendance notifications 

Early next term Arawang Primary School will start 
to use SMS attendance notifications for all parents 
and carers. This function is part the Education 
Directorate’s Student Administration System. The 
system will send a text message to families when 
a child is absent from school. Parents and carers 
can reply to this message to provide an 
explanation for the absence, and our system will 
be updated accordingly. 
 

As with any largescale change to an administration 
process, there might be some teething problems. 
Please contact the front office if you believe your 
details need updating or if you believe there is an 
issue with the SMS process at the beginning of 
next term.   
 
 
School climate strike  
As you may be aware, a school climate strike is 

planned for 20 September at Glebe Park (12pm-

2pm). The Minister for Education and Early 

Childhood Development, Yvette Berry, has 

supported the right of students to take student 

action in line with the Government’s belief in 

student voice and agency as demonstrated 

through the Future of Education strategy.  

 

The Education Directorate recognises it is a 

decision for parents or carers whether to support 

their child’s non-attendance at school on 20 

September in order to participate, and parents or 

carers who support their child’s non-attendance 

should provide written permission to the school.  

 

 

Year 3 and 4 Camp 

Next week students in years 3 and 4 will attend a 

two-day camp at Birrigai Outdoor Education 

Centre. The aim of this camp program is to foster 

team work and collaboration, provide 

opportunities for students to participate in new 

challenges and to encourage independence. 

Teachers and students are looking forward to the 

event and we wish everyone a fun and safe time 

while on camp.  

 

 

KAYAKS program  
Marymead runs a program called Kids and Youth 
are Kool Post Separation (KAYAKS) for children 
aged 4-18 years whose parents have separated or 
divorced and are needing support. The program 
offers intake to each parent, two feedback 
sessions to each parent and 6-8 sessions of 
counselling for each child. For more information 
or  
 
 



to register for the program, you can contact our 

intake officer on 61625800 or 
email intake@marymead.org.au 
 

Benjamin Davies 

Deputy Principal   

 
 
Kindergarten and Year 1 Swimming Program 
The kindergarten and year 1 swimming program 
will commence next Monday 19 September and 
run daily until the end of term, Friday 27 
September.   
 
A reminder note about arrangements was sent 
home this week and is also available on the school 
website.  Students will be out of the school for 
approximately two hours each day for this 
valuable learning experience which aims to give 
students the opportunity to learn to swim and 
enjoy the water safely.   
 
Parents of students in kindergarten and year 1 are 
welcome to come along to the AIS to watch 
lessons, however, the AIS swim school and their 
AUSTSWIM qualified instructors have requested 
that this is not done until a date in the second 
week.  The exact date will be communicated to 
parents next week.  There will be no lunch orders 
for students in K/1 during weeks 9 and 10. 

Michelle Maier 
Deputy Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
 
Rostrum Grand Final 
In week 4 of this term, Gwyneth from 5/6P 
attended the semi final for the 2019 Rostrum in 
our area, held at Torrens Primary School.   
Gwyneth had already represented Arawang 
Primary at the quarter finals and had progressed 
to continue to represent our excellent speakers 
based on her speech of ‘The View From the Top’.   
 
Gwyn gave her speech once again to the crowd 
from 6 different schools and was ranked as first 
runner up from the speakers, yet again, receiving 
an invitation to continue to the next round, the 
grand finals.   
  
Gwyn wrote and practised her speech about the 
topic of ‘Not Me’ and then presented this to the 
room of the best speakers in Canberra. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arawang is very proud to announce that Gwyn 
received the People’s Choice Award for her 
efforts, bringing this long journey to an amazing 
conclusion. 
 
Congratulations Gwyn for all you have done with 
your speaking this year! 
 
Greg Pratt 
Year 5/6 Teacher  
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Junior Athletics Carnival 
On Monday 9 September students from kinder 
and year 1 participated in our junior athletics 
afternoon.  Our year 6 students ran novelty events 
that they had prepared, organising small teams 
through a range of activities. The younger 
students enjoyed events such as tug-of-war, a 
blind obstacle course and relays.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The running races concluded our mini carnival as 
each year level had an opportunity to compete in 
a 100m sprint. What a fun and active afternoon! 
A huge thank you to the year 6 students for their 
wonderful leadership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Singfest 

The Arawang Singers performed beautifully at 
Singfest on Monday 9 September at the ANU 
School of Music.  

 
 

They then participated in a choral workshop with 
Australian choral composer Stephen Leek. The 
students sang like angels on the bus there, like 
sirens (mermaids) for their performance and then 
sang like rock stars on the bus all the way back to 
school. We were a big hit!  In fact another school 
asked us for a private encore during the break.  

Well done Arawang Singers! 
Lila Lalor 
Choir  
 
 
Floriade Band Excursion  
The Year 5 and 6 bands, Senior Percussion 
Ensemble and Choir will be travelling to Floriade 
on Monday 16 September to showcase the 
amazing musical talent of Arawang.  We will be 
leaving on the bus at 9:30am and returning at 
around 1:00pm.  The performance will begin at 
10:45am at stage 88, where the four groups will 
perform pieces they have working hard to practise 
as part of the Instrumental Music Program and 
during lunch time clubs.  Parents are carers are 
invited to come along to enjoy the beautiful music 
and support our talented musicians. 
Jordan Rodger 
Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MS Readathon 

Congratulations to all students who took part in 
the MS Readathon. In August students from our  
 
 
 



school read as much as they can and raised $4584 
for children who have a parent living with multiple 
sclerosis. Thankyou to the hard efforts of our 
students and the amazing donations from our 
community. 
Raquel Brown 
MS Readathon Coordinator 
 
 
Special Acknowledgement  

Congratulations to Luisa B from 1G who won 
second place in the ACT threatened species art 
competition for her beautiful drawing of a 
Loggerhead sea turtle. Her artwork will be 
displayed at the National Botanic Gardens with all 
the other finalists until 8 October. 
 
 
Brumbies Rugby Union Clinics 

Last week all students at Arawang Primary began 
rugby union clinics with Sammy Maxwell, one of 
the Brumbies Sport Development Officers. 
Students in kindergarten to year 2 are completing 
a three-week clinic package called 'Get into Rugby' 
program and students in year 3 to year 6 are  
participating in a one-off lesson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

Many teachers and students have commented on 
the energy Sammy displays in the activities and 
the fun they have whilst completing tasks. Below 
are students in 1G participating in rugby skill 
activities.  

  
 
 
 

Paul Robertson  
Sports coordinator  
 
 
Café News 

Our year 3 students continue to develop their 
basic cooking skills by cooking pasta, dips and flat 
breads, to name just a few of their tasty recipes. 
They have also been linking the cooking process to 
science and have been learning about heat 
transference, and the different types of heat e.g 
radiation induction and convection. 
 
The year 4 students have been busy learning 
about Indigenous plants with guest speaker Aaron 
Chatfield. They have been learning about the use 
of plants for cooking and how they may be used 
for healing. 
 
Students have been drawing the various plants 
and these will be available for viewing at the 
learning journey on Friday. 
 
The 5/6 students have started to learn about the 
tastes of Asia and this will culminate in the year 6 
parent dinner next term. 
 
Our café program continues to provide a hands on 
link to the Australian Curriculum and your ongoing 
support of the program through the $20.00 per 
term contribution is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 



The café program has been operating for over four  
now.  Dishwashers and microwaves have been 
continuously used and now require replacement.  
Your contributions will assist the school in 
replacing these items. 
 
A huge congratulations and thank you to our 5/6 
classes who catered for the morning tea after the 
Indigenous garden opening. Our guests were 
impressed with the variety of choices they had to 
try and the quality of the service the waiters 
provided. 
Craig Midgelow Teacher/Chef and Sue Cowie 
Executive Teacher 
 
 

 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
Preschool has been very busy with our recent 
Father’s day event, ‘Fun Day’ fundraiser and our 
learning journey. 
 
The children had a wonderful time engaging in 
activities and sports with their fathers and other 
loved ones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday the preschool hosted our annual ‘Fun 
day’, which was a huge success raising over $2000 
towards resources for our preschool. A massive 
shout out to all the wonderful people who 
volunteered their time or donated goods to 
help.  A particular mention to the wonderful 
parents Jenny Gray, Sionard Knight and Viet Dang 
for coordination this event. It certainly was a fun 
day! 

 

On Tuesday the Koalas and Echidnas held a 
learning journey morning. It was a lovely 
opportunity for the children to showcase their 
work to parents and special others and learning. 



 

The preschool team  
 
 

P & C NEWS 
 

                                    

Fathers Day Sports and Snags 

Our Dad’s and special others had a whole lot of fun 

at the Sports and Snags afternoon Friday 30 

August. The attendance was amazing with many 

dads joining in on some of the ball game fun and 

others taking the opportunity to have a chat. 

A huge thank you to Liz Kilby who hosted this 

event. Liz, Victoria and her team did an amazing 

job on the BBQ cooking up a storm. 

A special mention to Zoltan from ‘That Gelato 

Place’. He is always happy to support our events 

and provides us with delicious Gelato. 

 

 

WANTED: UNIFORM SHOP CO-ORDINATOR 

Our current uniform shop co-ordinator is retiring 
at the end of 2019 with her youngest child 
graduating from year 6.   
 
It only takes an hour or 2 most weeks and is very 
flexible.  You could even bring a friend and share 
the co-ordinator role!  There are a bunch of lovely 
helpers to run the shop on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 
 
Lisa will be hanging around for the rest of the year 
to show our new co-ordinator the ropes.  Please 
contact Lisa on 0414 529 050 if you can help. 
  
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday: 8.45 - 9.15 am 
Thursday:     2.45 - 3.15 pm 
 
Online orders can be placed 
at flexischools.com.au 
Flexischool orders will be available for collection 
from the Uniform Shop during opening hours. 
Please 
email arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com  after 
you have placed your order if you need to make 
alternative arrangements for collection. 
 
Donations of outgrown uniform items in 
reasonable condition are always appreciated. 
Funds raised by the sale of these items benefit the 
school community through the Arawang 
P&C.  Donations can be left at the front office if 
the uniform shop is unattended. 
 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
The lost property box is overflowing!!!! 
Please check the lost property on display in the  
lost property corridor for any items which may 
belong to your child/ren.  Unclaimed items will be 
donated / disposed of at the end of week 10. 
 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE label your child's items 
(especially jumpers and hats) clearly with name 
and class so items can be reunited with their 
owner more easily. 
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P&C and Fun 4 Fitness Football  
AFTERSCHOOL SOCCER PROGRAM 

 
Help the P&C raise money and give your child a 
healthy and fun afterschool activity! 
 
Fun4Fitness Football will be back for term 4 
running soccer clinics for all ages TUESDAY and 
WEDNESDAY afternoons 3:10-4:20pm 
 
Term 4 will be 10 weeks at a total cost of $150. We 
have a fabulous team of qualified coaches ready 
to help your child develop not only their soccer 
skills, but also a love of being active and working 
in a team. 
 
Please indicate by email if your child /children 
would like to enrol in Afterschool Soccer AND 
which day in term 3. 
fun4fitnessfootball@gmail.com 

 
Options.  Tuesday 3:10-4:20pm 
                   Wednesday 3:10-4:20pm 
 

We look forward to hearing from you soon, 
 
Susan, Aidan and the Fun4Fitness Football Team  
 
 
 
 
AFTERSCHOOL ZUMBAKIDS with Susan Innis 

 
Enrol your child in a fun and physical class where 
we work on coordination, rhythm and 
understanding how our bodies move. 
 
 
 

Term 4 enrolments are now open for Monday 
afternoon Zumba Kids classes. 
 
3.15-4.00pm preschool to year 2 (children meet 
me in the music room straight after school) 
4.00- 4.45pm year 2 to year 6 (children are 
permitted to wait quietly in the music room from 
3pm until their class starts at 4.) 
 
Please email Susan at dance4fitness@live.com.au 
for further details. 
 
Susan Innis 
 
 
Music Tutor Scheme 

With the generous support of the school, the 
P&C’s Music Tutor scheme provides an 
opportunity for students to have weekly 
professional lessons with qualified music teachers 
during school hours. The scheme is currently 
taking enrolments for guitar, piano and violin 
(subject to discussion with the music tutor). You 
can find more information and the enrolment 
form on the school 
website http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/com
munity/music_tutor_scheme, or you can 
email arawangpandcmts@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Tennis Canberra Holiday Camps @ Old 
Parliament House Tennis Club 

 Camp 1: September 30th, October 1st & 2nd 
 Camp 2: October 9th- 11th 
 Morning, Half & Full Day options available 
Sign Up: www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-
program 
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Free Trial - Term 3 - Give Tennis A Go! 
We invite new players to our sport to a free trial 
before Term 4.  This is a great opportunity for all 
students to see if tennis is the sport for 
them.  Please e-mail play@tenniscanberra.com.au 
to request a free trial and our team will get back 
to you with the best options. 
 
After-School & Weekend Coaching - Term 4 
Run by Tennis Australia professional at a Tennis 
Canberra Club near you. Our coaches are excited 
to see many new players hit our courts in the 
Spring. Learn a sport they can play for life. 
 
Sign up: www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-
tennis 
Email: play@tenniscanberra.com.au 
Phone: 0416 186 121 
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