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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Thursday 28 February 
Welcome BBQ 
Thursday 7 March 
Year 2 Blundell’s Cottage  
Wednesday 13 March 
Year 5/6 Camp Mogo 
Monday 18 March 
Swimming Carnival 
Friday March 22 
School Photos 
Tuesday March 26 
Preschool Photos 
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME  
 
School Photo envelopes  
Year two Blundell’s Cottage  
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 
Contribution Letter 
Footsteps Dance Program  
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Friday 20 December 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Meet and Greet Evening 
It was wonderful to see so many parents at the 
Meet and Greet evening last week.  Teachers 
provided valuable information about what 
students would be learning this year along with 
classroom routines and expectations.  Many 
parents commented on the quality of information 
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provided and how welcome teachers made them 
feel.  We thank the staff for their work in 
preparing for the evening and for all they do to 
deepen the knowledge, skills and understanding 
of students every day at our school. 
 
In week nine (Wednesday 3 April) the three way 
interviews with the class teacher, your student 
and you, will occur. Together you will agree on 
your student’s learning goals for the year. 
Information about three-way interviews will be 
forwarded in the next few weeks. 
 
School Hours 
Families are reminded that teaching time at 
school is from 9.00am to 3.00pm.  Some children 
are regularly coming is a little later and some are 
leaving early than these times. Classes are 
interrupted with late entries and exits. 
 
Could I respectfully request that every attempt is 
made to have the children at school ready to 
start the learning program at 9.00am.  Likewise, 
in the afternoon, if parents could refrain from 
entering the school building earlier than 2.55pm, 
it would assist teachers who are packing up the 
classroom for the day. Children often become 
distracted when they see their mums and dads in 
the corridors or courtyards, at times earlier than 
pick up time. 
 
Thanking you for your assistance with this 
matter. 
 
Sporting Schools - Grant 
The Australian government has made $200 
million available to support programs that 
encourage children to engage in sport. 
 
Arawang again has been successful of winning a 
grant of $1,500 to conduct netball coaching 
clinics in the school.  These clinics will be held on 
4, 11, 18 and 25 March and will involve students 
from years 3 to 6. 
 
Thanks to Paul Robertson for successfully 
applying for the grant for our children. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More facility upgrades for the school 
Next week a shade cover will be erected over the 
senior play equipment.  Children will be asked to 
avoid this section of the playground while the 
installers are in the school.   
 

The Directorate has also been very generous in 
agreeing to upgrade to some of the toilets in the 
school.  The junior girls’ toilet will be upgraded 
with special taps and other modifications that will 
support our children with special needs.  In 
addition, the women’s toilets and the unisex 
toilet upstairs will be upgraded and a male toilet 
installed on the ground floor.  
 
We are always very appreciative of the support 
given to the school by different sections within 
the Directorate. 
 
Valuables at School  
We ask that valuable belongings not be brought 
to school by students. If objects disappear, then 
we have some very upset children on our hands.  
Students are also reminded that if they have a 



mobile phone, they are to hand it in at the front 
office and collect it at the end of the day. 
 
Indigenous Garden Project (our outdoor 
classroom) 
Thank you sincerely to all parents who have 
offered to support this project, by responding to 
the initial survey and volunteering your labour, 
skills or resources.  We certainly appreciate all 
your support. You will be contacted in the next 
week or two to firm up offers. 
 
The project is progressing nicely with plans in 
place, a project manager appointed, and staff 
excited about the new learning area.  A team of 
teachers is preparing curriculum units that will 
honour this special space in our school. 
 
By May, you should be able to ‘walk’ the 
Murrumbidgee River, sit in the Brindabella’s, yarn 
in a circle at a special meeting place feasting on 
Bogon Moths, harvest produce, (for use in the 
café) and learn much about the history, stories, 
language and heritage of our Ngunnawal people. 
 
To help defray some of the costs of the project, 
we will be asking the community for ‘donation’ of 
plants, stones or other artefacts. To facilitate this 
venture as a whole of community project, you 
will be able to plant the tree you have donated, 
put your footprint on a stone in the river or make 
your mark in some other way.  Craig Mideglow 
(chef) and Katie Love (year 3 teacher) who are 
coordinating this part of the project will be 
forwarding more information to you in the near 
future. 
 
Following our very successful Colour Fun Run to 
raise funds for the garden at the end of 2018, 
children and staff will be involved in a walkathon 
on Friday 5 April to raise additional funds.  Please 
support this venture by assisting your children in 
their fund-raising efforts. 
 
We are committed at Arawang to show respect 
to people from all backgrounds and with this 
particular project to enhance the knowledge of 
children and staff about our Indigenous heritage. 
 
 
 

 
Harmony Day (Friday 21 March) 
Harmony Day is celebrated annually on 21 March, 
in Australia.  The message of Harmony Day is 
‘everyone belongs’. This special day is about 
inclusivity, celebrating diversity, respect and 
belonging. 
 
This year the school will again be celebrating 
Harmony Day. Students will be encouraged to 
wear orange coloured clothing or a 
multicultural/traditional dress to school. 
 
Artwork of a cherry blossom tree with every child 
in the school contributing a thumb print for the 
blossoms will be the school’s symbolic 
acknowledgement of this special day.  This 
artwork will be displayed outside the school hall. 
In addition all teachers will organise a Harmony 
Day activity for the students in their class to mark 
the significance of this day.   
 
A special lunch order day, with multicultural 
options will be available from the canteen.  At 
10.30am all students will gather together on 
picnic rugs under the trees to share lunches and 
honour children and staff from all different 
backgrounds.  
 
As is the tradition in our school, there will be a 
luncheon for staff with scrumptious dishes from a 
myriad of different countries enjoyed by all. 



Louise McKellar, and the members of the 
Harmony Day committee, will forward more 
detailed information to you in the next week. 
 
Dance program commences next week 
We are excited that the junior school will 
commence their creative arts program in dance 
with the Footsteps Dance Company next week.  
Don’t be surprised if your child comes home 
practising hip-hop, contemporary, ballroom or 
modern dancing. They might like to have a go at 
teaching you a step or two as well.  
 
Year of Indigenous Languages 
This year the United Nations is celebrating 
Indigenous languages. In order to honour this 
concept at Arawang, all classrooms will be given a 
name from the Ngunnawal language. 
 
We are planning to use words for birds and 
animals for classrooms from preschool to year 2, 
plants and trees from years 3 and 4, and 
‘universe’ type words – such as stars, sun, moon, 
and the like for years 5 and 6. 
 
As part of the project, the children in the 
classrooms will vote on a Ngunnawal word for 
their room.  This word will become a permanent 
name for that room.   On each door we are also 
planning to have  illustrations that represent the 
word (e.g. turtles) and will be asking the children 
in the class to submit entries for the illustration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Billy Tompkin, Ngunnawal elder who has two 
children, Dakota and Minnie in the school is very 
supportive of this initiative. 
 
If you have any other suggestions that would 
promote the Ngunnawal language or enhance the 

signs we could put on the door, I would love to 
chat. 
 
School Board Elections 
The Arawang Primary School community was 
asked for nominations for two parents or citizen 
members to fill positions on the Arawang Primary 
School Board. This year we received nominations 
from the following parents:  
 
Chris Barry  
Novella Finney  
Shane Johnson  
Tim McIntosh  
 
As we only have two positions available on the 
Board the school community is now being asked 
to vote for their two representatives.  
 
Voting opened at 11:00am on Monday 25 
February 2019 and will close at 11:00am on 
Monday 4 March 2019. To vote, you need to 
complete a ballot paper. The ballot paper is 
available at the front office. Please see 
attachment for nomination profiles. 
 
Lunchtime Clubs 
Lunchtime clubs are conducted in the first break 
time at our school.  Club activities change each 
term.  At the moment, children are able to access 
the following enrichment programs: 
 
Monday:  percussion club 
Tuesday:  debating or choir 
Wednesday: board games 
Thursday: yoga 
Friday: sustainability. 
 
Clubs are a wonderful way for students to pursue 
special interests and meet up with like-minded 
souls.  Clubs also provide a break from the very 
busy activities of the playground. 
 
Please encourage your child to participate in 
these wonderful opportunities. 
 
P&C Welcome Picnic 

Tonight the P&C is holding a picnic to welcome 
families to the Arawang school community.  
 



Thank you to the P&C members who have 
worked hard to organise this event. Tonight the 
gathering will be a lovely low key way to meet 
other families and have a pleasant night out 
before the end of summer. 
 
Come along and enjoy. 
 
Looking forward to catching up. 
 
 

Jeni Page 

Principal 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Gross motor program in the junior school  
The junior primary classes have commenced their 
weekly gross motor program in the hall.  They are 
having so much fun participating in activities 
which engage the large (core stabilising) muscles 
of the body to perform everyday functions, such 
as standing, walking, running, skipping, 
playground skills such as climbing and sitting 
upright. Activities also include eye-hand 
coordination skills such as ball skills (throwing, 
catching, kicking).  
 
Gross motor activities support students to 
develop their balance and coordination, strength 
and endurance, attention and alertness (sensory 
processing), body awareness and movement 
planning.  If you are interested in helping out 
during these activities run every Thursday please 
see your child’s class teacher. 
 

Preschool ELSA trial 
This year Arawang preschool will be involved in 
an ELSA (Early Learning STEM Australia) pilot 
which includes 100 preschool services across 
Australia and will provide opportunities for early 
learning educators to engage preschool children 
in STEM (Science Technology Engineering and 
Maths) practices.   

The pilot will be delivered via a series of 
educational apps on tablets, hands-on activities 
(on and off the apps), and educator workshops to 
create a play-based learning environment rich in 
STEM practices. These included: exploring 
locations, patterns, problem solving, designing, 
making and spatial reasoning.  ELSA apps go 
beyond the screen to encourage active play and 
act as a springboard for children to explore the 
natural world.  

The apps prompt children to ask questions, make 
predictions, experiment, and reflect on what 
happened and why.  Each child taking part in the 
pilot will use the ELSA apps for a maximum of 40 
minutes per week (usually broken up into smaller 
sessions). The pilot aims to minimise screen time 
while maximising learning outcomes, with two-
thirds of the program being off-app. 

ILP meetings 

This week we have commenced Individual 
Learning Plan meetings with parents.  All 
students with a confirmed disability, as defined in 
the ACT Student Disability Criteria, or receiving 
targeted funding, services or supports from the 
Inclusion and Engagement Section must have a 
current Individual Learning Plan (ILP).  



 
ILPs can also be written for other students 
identified by teachers or at parent request. An ILP 
identifies the student’s individual needs, 
pathways, goals and priorities for learning. An ILP 
is designed by teachers in collaboration with 
parents/carers, relevant professionals and the 
student where appropriate, to inform the 
planning, delivery and evaluation of the student’s 
personalised learning program. The ILP identifies 
the personalised adjustments required for a 
student to access, participate and achieve in 
learning. An ILP is monitored and reviewed at 
least six monthly. 
 
Michelle Maier 
Deputy Principal 
 
Swimming Carnival 
This year all students from years 2 – 6 will be 
invited to attend the Arawang swimming 
carnival. The purpose of the carnival is to 
provide a range of aquatic activities for all 
students across all swimming abilities. Formal 
races will also be included in freestyle, 
backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly.   
 
These events will provide a platform for 
students to demonstrate their swimming 
prowess and earn the right to represent 
Arawang at District level. Students will 
participate in structured novelty activities and 
they aim to develop swimming ability in a fun 
and safe environment and provide 
opportunities to earn points for their houses. 
This event is all about fun and House spirit.   
 
Students do not need to know how to swim 
to participate in the novelty aquatic 
activities.  It is not compulsory for students 
to participate in formal races.  
 
NAPLAN Years 3 and 5 
NAPLAN Online will occur in our school between 
14 and 24 May 2019. NAPLAN Online is a more 
engaging assessment that adjusts questions to 
each student’s achievement level. It also delivers 
more precise results to schools and parents more 
quickly. 
 

NAPLAN provides valuable information to schools 
and parents about literacy and numeracy 
achievement. It supports school improvement 
processes by enabling teachers to monitor 
student progress over time and to identify areas 
of strength and development. All eligible 
students are encouraged and supported to 
participate in NAPLAN testing. Visit 
www.nap.edu.au to see interactive versions of 
the test and for more information. 
 
Year 5 and 6 
It has been an exciting year already for our 5/6 
students.  The curriculum is well underway and 
there are some exciting events on the horizon.  
Early this term, students participated in the 
ThinkUKnow presentation that was delivered by 
the AFP.  ThinkUKnow is an evidence-based cyber 
safety program that provides information on the 
technologies young people use, the challenges 
they may face, and importantly, how they can be 
overcome these challenges. Students and 
teachers learnt a lot during the presentation and 
they will continue their cyder safety 
conversations this year.   
 
Starting this week, all students in years 5 and 6 
will participate in a softball clinic that was paid 
for by a successful Sporting Schools grant 
application. This program will supplement our 
regular physical education lessons and it is 
delivered by skilled softball players and coaches.   
 
In week 6, students in year 5 and 6 students are 
going on school camp.  The focus for the camp 
will be the Australian gold rush period, with an 
authentic look at gold history, Australiana, mining 
and day to day life for people during these times.  
Students will also experience Aboriginal cultural 
activities, with hands-on opportunities to 
participate in traditional Gunya building, bush 
tucker walks, and Koori stories. As well as these 
activities, there will be opportunities for other 
fun and engaging team building games.    
 
This year Important leadership speeches have 
taken place for our year 6 students to be elected 
as Ministers for the School Parliament.  Year 6 
students will meet regularly as a cohort to write 
and discuss bills that may impact the school 
environment at Arawang Primary.  School 
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Parliament is a great leadership initiative and 
opportunity for an authentic student voice.  Good 
luck year 6! 
 
This week our year 5 and 6 students participated 
in House Captain speeches. The speeches were 
amazing and it was great to see so many students 
nominate themselves for these roles.  
Congratulations to everyone who participated 
and we will be presenting these leadership 
badges to the successful applicants at our all 
school assembly in week 5. 
 
Ben Davies 
Deputy Principal 
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
Preschool and Year 5 Buddies  
It is tradition at Arawang for year 5 students to 
buddy up with a preschool student during the 
year. This enables a smooth transition for 
kindergarten students, who feel supported by 
their ‘big’ year 6 friend on the school playground  
the following year.  
 
On Monday this week, some members of year 5  
visited our preschool and met their buddy. It was 
wonderful to witness our seniors exhibiting 
patience, maturity and compassion. They worked 
hard to make their buddies feel comfortable and 
some lovely bonds have already begun to 
develop. Well done also to the preschool 
students who showed courage and a friendly 
attitude. Thank you for welcoming us into your 
rooms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is hoped that more students in year 5 will have 
this opportunity throughout the school year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
A snap shot from the Preschool Koalas 

We had a wonderful first few weeks at preschool 
together! The Koalas have settled in beautifully 
to the preschool routines, are engaging in a wide 
range of play-based activities. We have had a 
fantastic time getting to know each other, learn 
each other’s names and making new friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This fortnight we have been exploring colour and 

have discovered how secondary colours are 

made. We have read several books, a favourite 

being ‘Little Blue and Little Yellow’ which we 

followed up with a playdough colour mixing 

activity. We used the scooter boards to combine 

our gross motor development and colour mixing 

fun! We have looked at the world through a 

different lens making colour windows. We also 

used our fine motor skills to spray paint and use 

droppers to observe colours mixing. The Koalas 

have also been learning the names of colours in 

Japanese, with the support of the ELLA program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P & C NEWS 

Welcome BBQ 

Our Welcome BBQ is on tonight starting at 5:30 
pm. If you forgot to pre-order sausages, there is 
always pizza and gelato. Come along and meet 
old and new friends. Grab a picnic rug, the kids 

and some nibbles and enjoy the last of the 
summer evenings. 

P&C Roles and the AGM 

The P&C AGM is on Monday, 18 March at 
7:00pm. It will be held at the school, in the staff 
room, behind the Uniform Shop. Attached is a list 
of the key roles and the sub-committees that are 
required for the P&C to continue to be a viable 
entity.  
 
If you would like to nominate for a role on the 
P&C as per the attached list please email 
Josephine, our current secretary, at 
arawangpandcsecretary@gmail.com or Heather, 
our current president at 
arawangpandcpresident@gmail.com.    
 
All positions will be vacated, and will be up for re-
election. Many of the current P&C members have 
reached their maximum term period as per our 
Constitution, so we desperately need others to 
get involved and take the P&C forward into the 
2020s. 

Money for Jam 

Please see attached Money for Jam (Money or 
reward earned for little or no effort) information 
sheet to see how you can help our fundraising 
efforts this year.  

School Banking News 

School Banking is up and running again on 
Wednesdays this year.  Please remind your child 
to hand their bankbook in to the teacher on 
Wednesday mornings when they get into class.  
The following rewards are available this year: 
Term 1 - Scented Stackable Highlighter, Snowy 
Origami Set 
Term 2 - Yeti Fluffy Notebook, Icicle Slapband 
Ruler 
Term 3 - Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring, Scratch Art 
Cards 
Term 4 - Water Skimming Bounce Ball, Polar 
Pencils & Pencil Toppers 
 

mailto:arawangpandcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:arawangpandcpresident@gmail.com
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/reward#reward__2
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/earn#earn__2


 
 
Students can redeem 10 silver Dollarmites tokens 
for a Polar Savers reward by completing a 
redemption slip and returning the whole slip with 
the students name and banker ID on their School 
Banking day. 
 
CALLING VOLUNTEERS 
Due to a change in circumstances, Cara is unable 
to continue facilitating the school-banking 
program after term 1.  She has done an amazing 
job running this program for a number of years, 
however, it now time to hand the baton on. If 
anyone has a spare 1-2 hours a week and is 
interested in running the school-banking program 
please contact either Cara at 
arawangpandctreasurer@gmail.com or Heather 
at arawangpandcpresident@gmail.com.   
 
Unfortunately, if we are unable to get a volunteer 
to continue this role, the school-banking program 
will cease at Arawang from the beginning of term 
2 until a new volunteer is available. 

School Discos 

The P&C generally runs a school disco once a 
term. These have been themed events, giving the 
students an opportunity to dress up, catch-up 
with friends, and have fun. We generally hold the 
discos in week 7 or 8 of the term. 
 
The tentative date for the term 1 disco will be 
Friday 22 March. 
 
CALLING VOLUNTEERS 
For the last two years Nerida and Cass have 
organised our discos, and have done a wonderful 
job, however, they feel it is time to take a break. 
In anticipation they have also put a how to guide 
together to help the next disco organisers. If you 
would like to get your groove on, and are, up for 
a fun challenge (you can do it on your own or 
with a friend), please contact Heather at 

arawangpandcpresident@gmail.com  or leave 
your details at the front office.    
 
If we are unable to get a volunteer/s to run the 
disco/s then unfortunately we will not be able to 
have one in term 1 or for the remainder of the 
year.  
 
CALLING ALL GARDEN LOVERS 
To those of you with a passion for gardening, we 
will be having a plant stall later in the year and 
would encourage you to start planting seedlings 
and potting plants ready to donate to the stall. 
Please remember to note the variety of plants. 

Reminder - School Board – Remember to Vote. 

Two parent or citizen positions on the School 
Board are open. Earlier this week the school 
wrote to you about the nominations they have 
received to fill these positions. The P&C 
encourages you to vote for your preferred 
candidates, as they will be involved in the future 
direction setting for the school. 
The nominations were:  
• Chris Barry 
• Novella Finney 
• Shane Johnson 
• Tim McIntosh 
 
Voting opened on Monday, 25 February 2019 and 
will close at 11:00am on Monday, 4 March 2019. 
To vote, you will need to complete a ballot paper 
these are available at the front office. 
 
Canteen 
The canteen is looking for a volunteer for every 
second Wednesday. If you are interested, please 
email arawangpandccanteen@gmail.com or 
alternatively please come in to the canteen to 
have a chat. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Calisthenics is a unique combination of sports and 
performing arts. It  

develops team work, friendship, and self-confidence 
through enhancing skills  

in dance, performance, music appreciation, flexibility and 
strength. Calisthenics suits children from 2 years old right 

through to adult age. 
 

Enrolments for 2019 are now open.   
We are currently offering 2 classes with no commitment.  If 
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after those two classes you decide Calisthenics is not for 
you, there will be no charge. 

We would love you to join us. 

For more information go to www.deanne.com.au 

0402 246 930  l  president@deanne.com.au  l  
www.deanne.com.au 

Kids Month at the Southern Cross Club 
Runs from March 1 to 31. For the whole month 
we’re offering all schools on the Community 
Rewards program double Community Rewards 
donations. So every supporter of your school who 
eats and drinks at the Club in March will earn 15 
cents in every dollar that will be donated to you. 
There’s more details on this link – and hopefully 
it is a way to earn some extra funding towards 
the Garden.  https://www.cscc.com.au/whats-
on/march-is-kids-month 
 

http://www.deanne.com.au/
http://www.deanne.com.au/
https://www.cscc.com.au/whats-on/march-is-kids-month
https://www.cscc.com.au/whats-on/march-is-kids-month

