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Learning and Growing Together 

 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 
Monday 18 March 
Swimming Carnival 
Thursday March 21 
Harmony Day  
Friday March 22 
School Photos 
Tuesday March 26 
Preschool Photos 
Thursday April 4 
Christian Education  
 

NOTES/EMAILS SENT HOME  
 
Swimming Carnival Note 
Aboriginal Survival Technology  
Footsteps Dance Program 
Year 1 CSIRO excursion  
Year 6 Shirts order form 
Netball registrations P&C 
Christian Education note 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ACT School Term Dates 2019 
Term 1  
Tuesday 5 February to Friday 12 April 
Term 2  
Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 
Term 3 
Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September  
Term 4 
Monday 14 October to Friday 20 December 

 
School Values 
RESPECT 
ENDEAVOUR 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
COMPASSION 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
It has been another busy fortnight at our school, 
the Clean Up Australia Day event, netball and 
softball coaching clinics, the induction of the 
ministers for the 2019 School Parliament and 
announcement of the school House captains and 
the vice captains, celebration of International 
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Women’s Day, visits by 18 University of Canberra 
preservice teachers and a meeting of the parent 
classroom contact group. 
 
Thanks to all students, parents and staff involved 
in organising and facilitating these activities. 
 
School Parliament 
At the assembly on 8 March, ministers of the 
2019 School Parliament were announced and 
introduced to the school community.  Parents 
were asked to pin the leadership badge on their 
student at the end of the assembly as a symbol of 
family support for the fulfilment of this important 
leadership role in the school.  
 
Ministers of the 2019 School Parliament 
Prime Minister – Gaia L. P 
Deputy Prime Minister – Ruby OH D 
Member for Preschool – Gwyneth WB 
Member for Kindergarten – Shala A 
Member for year 1 – Jessica G 
Member for year 2 – Annabel B 
Member for year 3 – Luca G 
Member for year 4 – Hudson R 
Member for year 5 – Xander W 
Member for year 6 – Louise S 
Speaker of the House – Joel E 
Minister for Fundraising – Rebecca R 
Minister for the Environment – Jasmine W 
Minister for the Library – Grace B 
Minister for the Media – Nishant M 
Minister for Health – Max R 
Minister for Public Relations – Caitlin C 
Minister for the Arts – Tessa B 
Minister for Indigenous Affairs – Zari K E 

 
 

 
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate all 
the year 6 students on accepting their leadership 
position and wish them well in the year ahead.  I 
trust that all year 6 students will wear their 
badges with pride and demonstrate not only 
great leadership in their community service and 
special ministerial roles areas, but also with 
mentoring, guidance, consideration and 
thoughtfulness towards all students in our 
school. 
 
Thanks to the year 5/6 teachers for making the 
School Parliament ‘live’ through simulation of a 
‘real’ parliament experience. 
 
New House Captains 
At the assembly on Friday 8 March, the following 
young people were awarded their captain and 
vice captain’s badges: 
Gingera House  
Nate A (C), Jennifer J (C), Jonah K (VC), Molly D 
(VC) 
Franklin House  
Alana B (C ), Jacob F (C), Paige T (VC), Rohan A 
(VC) 



Bimberi House 
Jonathon P (C ), Milly S (C), Bob C(VC), Grace P 
(VC) 
Coree House 
Bella R (C ), Jamaal AN (C ), Zoe M(VC), Rory G 
(VC) 

 
*Gingera House captains will be in our next 
newsletter* 
 
Congratulations to all newly elected House 
leaders.  Thank you to all the students who ‘had a 

go’ and were brave enough to stand up and give 
a speech at your House meetings. 
 
Congratulations to our music students  
Arawang Primary School had the highest number 
of students selected from all primary schools in 
the ACT, into the Instrumental Music Program’s 
Extension Ensembles in 2019. This achievement 
by these students is the equivalent of ACT 
representation in music. Please join with me in 
congratulating Katie D, Lily A, Saana A, Grace G, 
Jennifer J, Will S, Jamaal AN for being selected 
into the Primary Concert Choir and Tessa B, Alana 
D, Luca G, Ruby OHD, Jonathon P, Hudson R and 
Andrew S into the Primary Concert Band. 
 
University of Canberra Students in the school 
Eighteen trainee teachers visit Arawang PS every 
Wednesday as part of their course work.  The 
preservice teachers will be working with small 
groups of students from year 4, teaching them 
about scientific concepts. 
 
Arawang has developed a partnership with the 
University of Canberra where we support young 
trainee teachers either with pracs for 6 weeks or 
with a group teaching experience for a semester. 
Some of our teachers are undertaking a Master 
of Education course with the university as part of 
the Affiliated Schools program. 

 
Safety of our Children and Community members 
The speed limit in the school grounds is 10 kmh.  
Some cars have been observed exceeding this 
limit, particularly in the mornings.  Please be 
thoughtful, take more time and watch out in 
particular for little people and their parents 
entering and leaving the school. 
 



Some parents have been parking in those areas 
clearly marked ‘NO PARKING’ near the rubbish 
bins.  Large trucks enter and leave the premises 
on a regular basis.  These spaces have been 
reserved to facilitate rubbish removal or 
deliveries. Please do not park in this area. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You Can Do It 
The social, emotional development program at 
Arawang Primary School is called You Can Do It.  
All teachers incorporate messages from this 
program into their teaching time. 
 
This term the focus of the program is on children 
understanding the concepts of getting along or 
friendship. Your discussion on this topic at home 
will help children to understand what it means 
and the importance of this skill in their lives. 
 

 
Year 5 and 6 students head off to camp 
Over 130 excited students headed off today for a 
three day camp at Mogo. The focus for the camp 
is the Australian gold history and the day to day 
lives of the people who lived in Australia during 
this time in the 1850s.   
 

While on camp our students will also experience 
Aboriginal cultural activities with hands on 
opportunities to participate in traditional Gunya 
building, bush tucker walks and Koori stories. In 
addition, the children will have opportunities to 
engage in other fun activities, to share time with 
classmates and enjoy learning outside the 
classroom. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank the staff, 
Ben Davies, Greg Pratt, Philippa Thomas, Zareen 
Mistry, Paul Robertson and parent Alison  
Williams, for giving up their family and personal 
time to ensure that all the students in years 5 and 
6 have a fabulous time at camp. Well done team.  
Such a sterling effort for our school. 
 
Staff news 
Professional Learning 
This week, members of the in the school 
executive, attended special leadership meetings 
conducted by consultants from the Directorate’s 
Education Support Office.  The focus for the 
meetings was on the development of PLCs 
(Professional Learning Communities) and data 
collection. 



PLCs are formed when groups of educators are 
working together in collaborative teams and take 
collective responsibility for student learning. 
 
At Arawang, teachers meet in year groups each 
week to discuss what knowledge, skills and 
understandings that students are expected to 
acquire in that week.  They later discuss the units 
of work, review evidence of student learning and 
discuss what needs to happen to make sure that 
all students are learning well across the year 
group. 
 
The whole staff also meets as a PLC each Tuesday 
afternoon to discuss students, learning and how 
we can improve outcomes for students in the 
school. Based on data and evidence collected by 
teachers, some students may be invited to join in 
either targeted support opportunities or 
undertake Mini Lit or Macq Lit programs to 
enhance their literacy learning, in small group 
settings. 
 
Staff Performance and Development procedure 
Performance and development meetings occur 
three times each year for each teacher in the 
school. The discussion at the meetings is linked to 
the Australian Professional Standards for 
Teachers and the Arawang Action Plan. Teachers 
are about to commence meeting with their 
supervisor for their initial meeting of the year. 
 
Administrative and support staff also meet three 
times each year with their supervisor to discuss 
their Professional Development Plans. 
 
Annual Principal Discussions 
At this time of year also, all teachers are 
scheduled into a meeting with me to discuss 
career development and options available both 
within and outside the school. 

When a teacher has been in a school for five 
years, a transfer process exists in the Directorate, 
for movement to another school.  This teacher 
exchange system ensures that good ideas and 
processes are shared throughout the ACT public 
school system. At the end of this year a number 
of teachers will be eligible for transfer. 
 
School Board 
An election for two new representatives for the 
School Board was held during late February.  To 
date, the Directorate has not released the names 
of the successful representatives for the Arawang 
School Board.  The next School Board meeting 
will be held on Monday 18 March 2019 at 
5.30pm. 
 
Could I take this opportunity to thank Sarah 
Nattey (parent), Tim McIntosh (parent) and Vicky 
Bresnan (teacher) the out-going Board members, 
for giving up a substantial amount of time to 
serve Arawang Primary School over a number of 
years. 
 
Class parent representatives 
Last Wednesday evening a group of around 20 
parents and members of the school executive 
met in the library to firm up arrangements for the 
parents/class representative process at Arawang 
Primary School for 2019. It was a very productive 
gathering and I would like to thank all the parents 
who put up their hand to assist teachers to 
communicate with other parents in their class. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge and thank Chris 
Barry for his role in facilitating this meeting and 
for his coordinating this service on behalf of the 
P&C. I am sure that communication in the 
Arawang School community will be strengthened 
and enhanced from the continuation of this 
process this year.   
 
Term 1 
It is hard to believe that it is only four weeks until 
the end of term 1.  We have had an amazing start 
to the school year. The next few weeks will again 
be very busy with the swimming carnival next 
Monday, Harmony Day, Ride and Walk to School, 
visits from our critical friend in improving 
spelling, Misty Adoniou, Footstep dancing for the 
junior students, school photos, an Easter Hat 



parade on Thursday 11 April, an Active-A-Thon 
fund raiser and a visiting guest speaker on the 
last day of term, (12 April) who will share 
information about Indigenous culture and 
technology with all students. 
 
Many of these activities require collection of 
money and other administrative duties and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank those 
hard working staff in our front office, Jennifer, 
Kerryn, Rachael, Pauline, Alicia and Alison for all 
they do to ensure that the school runs so 
smoothly.  
 
If you have any issues or concerns about your 
child’s learning or about other matters relating to 
the school, please feel free to contact me 
anytime, through the front office. 

 
Jeni Page 
Principal 
 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
Harmony Day 
We will be celebrating Harmony Day at Arawang 
Primary School on Thursday 21 March. The 
continuing message of Harmony Day is ‘Everyone 
Belongs’. It is about community, participation, 
inclusiveness, celebrating diversity, respect and 
fostering a sense of belonging for everyone.  
 
Arawang will be celebrating our diversity by 
sharing a picnic lunch to mark the occasion. The 
canteen will offer a special Harmony Day lunch 
order. Children will be able to select from one of 
three meals from a different country. A note 
about how to order this lunch will be coming 
home. Alternatively, the children can bring in a 
lunch featuring food from their own, or another 
country.  
 
All classes will be participating in Harmony Day 
activities during the day, and we encourage all 
students to dress up. Children can wear 
traditional dress from either their own cultural 
background or another country, or they can wear 
the colour orange, which is the colour that 
represents Harmony Day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We look forward to seeing the colourful array of 
dress that the children wear and to celebrating 
Harmony Day across the school. 
 
Harmony Day Team  
 
Footsteps Dance Program 
Kindergarten, year 1 and year 2 have commenced 
their five week dance program with 
Footsteps. The course will introduce students to a 
basic proficiency in a number of dance styles such 
hip-hop, contemporary and modern. During the 
program, students learn to dance both 
individually and with a partner, promoting social 
interaction, confidence building and improving 
fitness levels. There has been lots of enthusiasm 
for the program and the students are enjoying 
expressing themselves in this dynamic way. 

Tracy Ng 
 
 



Library  
Thank you to everyone who has returned their 
loans regularly and protected the books in a 
library bag. 
 
Parents and carers are also welcome to borrow 
before and after school on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 
 
Online orders for the latest Scholastic Book Club 
catalogue are due to be completed Wednesday 
20 March. 
 
Remember all orders earn ‘reward points’ which 
provide new books for our library. 
 
Anne Neilen 
 
Active – A – Thon Friday April 5 
P- 2 classes 11:30 am - 12:30 pm, year 3- 6  
1:30 pm - 2:30pm. A bright orange note, 
sponsorship brochure and envelope  with 
information about our upcoming fund raiser for 
the Indigenous garden project, were sent home 
earlier this week.  
 
It is hoped that students will seek sponsors for 
their participation in a circuit of activities that will 
be set up on the oval. The sponsor is asked to 
pledge an amount of money per circuit. Each 
time a circuit is completed a card will be punched 
to record the completed circuit. Students will 
move around the circuit as many times as 
possible in the 60 minutes allocated. 
 
We suggest that parents supervise students when 
asking family, friends or neighbours to sponsor 
them, rather than sending them out to door 
knock around their suburb. 
 
On the day of the Active-A-Thon students will 
need a hat and a water bottle. 
Please contact the school if you have any 
questions. 
 
Easter Hat parade 
Due to the visit by Philip Green, Aboriginal 
Survival Technology presenter on Friday 12 April, 
our Easter hat parade will now be held on 
Thursday 11 April at 9:15 am. Students, parents, 
carers, teachers and community members are 

encouraged to create an Easter hat  and wear it 
to school on this day. We will meet as usual, on 
the hard top at 9:15 am to share our hats. Please 
join us for some fun as we admire the many 
creative hats that come to school. 
 
School Photos 
Our school photos will be taken next Friday 22 
March, hopefully if the weather is kind outside on 
the hard surface area. Please make sure your 
child’s envelope is returned to the school by this 
date. All students will have their photo taken 
even if they have not brought in an envelope by 
the due date. Please ensure your child is wearing 
full school uniform on Friday, with long hair tied 
up and black shoes if possible. Sibling photos will 
be taken during the break, 10:50 am -11:30 am. 
The Monday and Tuesday preschool groups will 
have their photos taken the following Tuesday 26 
March. 
 
Café Program and Pantry Drive 
All parents/carers of students in year 3-6 are 
encouraged to make a $20.00 contribution to the 
café program. This money is used to purchase the 
grocery items needed each week so the students 
can cook and then eat a wonderful variety of 
meals.   
 
The contribution also supports the purchase of 
seeds and fertilizers for the garden. Our garden 
has been producing many fresh vegetable for use 
in the café. You may have been lucky enough to 
purchase a zucchini bread loaf recently. The 
zucchinis were grown in our kitchen garden.  
 
To help support the café cooking program 
parents may wish to donate a grocery item for 
the pantry. Our chef, Craig Midgelow, is keen to 
top up supplies of the following items:  
 
 Flour- either plain, self-raising or gluten free; 
brown or white sugar; oil – either olive, 
sunflower or canola; canned goods such as corn 
kernals, crushed tomatoes, arborio or sushi rice. 
 
If you are able to purchase any of these items to 
donate we would greatly appreciate it. Please 
leave them at the front office or drop them into 
the café any time. 
 



Don’t forget we are always looking for volunteers 
in the café supporting students with the cooking 
or in the garden helping with weeding, planting 
or watering.  
 
Sue Cowie  
Executive Teacher 
 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
 
Over the last couple of weeks, the Echidna class 
has been very interested in Paw Patrol and vet 
care. Our learning has taken us from designing 
and making our own paw patrol tower and has 
progressed to a keen interest in vet imaginary 
play, where many children are now caring for 
injured paw patrol dogs. They are also involved in 
reading checklists and roleplay writing. 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yesterday we began our Dance Kids program. We 
enjoyed learning all about whales and 
participating in lots of different music and dance 
experiences with Sue. The children’s favourite 
part was when they felt the water wash over 
them and swam through the ‘stretchy water 
tunnel.  
 

Preschool team 

 

P & C NEWS 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday: 8.45 - 9.15 am 
Thursday:     2.45 - 3.15 pm 
 
Online orders can be placed 
at flexischools.com.au 
Flexischool orders will be available for collection 
from the Uniform Shop during opening hours. 
Please 
email arawangpandcuniform@gmail.com  after 
you have placed your order if you need to make 
alternative arrangements for collection. 
 
Donations of outgrown uniform items in 
reasonable condition are always appreciated. 
Funds raised by the sale of these items benefit 
the school community through the Arawang 
P&C.  Donations can be left at the front office if 
the uniform shop is unattended. 
 
Reminder AGM Meeting 
The P&C AGM is on Monday, 18 March at 
7:00pm. It will be held at the school, in the staff 
room, behind the Uniform Shop.  
 
All positions will be vacated, and will be up for re-
election. Many of the current P&C members have 
reached their maximum term period as per our 
Constitution, so we desperately need others to 
get involved and take the P&C forward into the 
2020s. 
 
Mother’s Day Stall Donations 
Our annual Mother’s Day stall will occur early in 
term 2. Please keep a look out for any bargains 
while shopping that you may be donated for the 
stall. Gifts of homemade crafts and plants are 
also welcome. Keep and eye out for further 
details about this great event.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

     Traditional Tae Kwon Do 
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm 

Arawang School Hall 
All ages and families welcome. 
Please contact Lachlan         

Abrahams    0416119177 
 
 
 
United Taekwondo  

ARAWANG LUNCH CLUB 

WEDNESDAYS 10.50am – 11.30am 

Taekwondo is an effective and fun martial art 
that can build children’s confidence and improve 
their coordination, discipline and empathy. The 
children who participate in the Arawang lunch 
club participate in anti-bullying exercises and are 
introduced to effective and practical self-defence 
skills, in a safe and friendly environment. 
 
This is an ideal time for parents to expose their 
children to a wonderful physical activity without 
the hassle of after school clashes. 
 
If your child would like to give Taekwondo a try, 
please contact Instructor Sharon on 0401 476 050 
or email utkdcanberra@grapevine.com.au 
First trial class is FREE! 
Training for the term is only $90 
 
New Public Transport Network 
The Government has recently released timetables 
for the new network, which will commence on 
Monday 29 April 2019. I would encourage all 
schools, parents and students to find out how 
they can use the new services from Term 2 by 
planning their journey to and from school in the 
improved Transport Canberra journey planner at 
www.transport.act.gov.au, which includes 
dedicated school services for the first time; or 
using the school pack that shows all the different 
services available for your school at 
www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/new-
network/schools/schools-a-z-listing.  
 
You can also find other information about the 
changes at www.transport.act.gov.au to help 
parents and students understand how to use the 

new integrated public transport network, 
including information about student safety, fares 
and ticketing and maps.  
 
For more information about the changes or 
assistance in explaining the changes to your 
community, please contact Kylie Smith, Transport 
Canberra School and Community Liaison 
Manager, at kyliea.smith@act.gov.au. 
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