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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Term 2 has started with a flurry of activity.  
Students have been selecting their LEEP activities 
for the term and will join their new groups this 
Friday afternoon for an introductory session. 
 
On Friday we also have our ANZAC whole school 
assembly that will be led by the year 3 classes 
and teachers.  We invite you all to join us to pay 
our respects to past and present service men and 
women. 
 
The year 2 students have started a two week 
Water Safety program run by Royal Life Saving at 
CISAC.  This program is compulsory for all year 2 
students and is partially funded by the ACT 
Education Directorate. Children are really 
enjoying this program and learning how to be 
safe in or near water. 
  
Last Thursday I attended a Leadership Forum 
where the Minister for Education Yvette Berry 
spoke about education in ACT public schools and 
her vision for how we can make our system even 
better.  As we know the ACT is a highly 
performing jurisdiction as measured by NAPLAN 
and other external assessments against other 
states and territories but there is a significant 
performance gap for some of our most 
vulnerable children.  
 
At the forum the Minister and Education 
Directorate Director General Natalie Howson 
spoke about an aspirational future for education 
and how this future needed to be informed by 
people involved and invested in education.  
Teachers and school leaders, school 
communities, students, parents and carers, other 
Government agencies – in particular Community 
Services, Indigenous groups and other interested 
parties will all be invited to participate in 
developing this vision. 
 
The first step for our students will be at a Student 
Congress to be held on Friday 5 May.  Our Prime 
Minister Mariah and Deputy Prime Minister 
Henry will attend the congress to represent 
students at Arawang Primary School.  Throughout 
this term and next there will be opportunities for 
all community members to have a voice and 

contribute to the discussion.  This is an exciting 
time for public education in the ACT.  We will 
keep you updated as more details are provided. 
 
We have had a number of new children join us 
this term and we would like to welcome Norman 
and William and their family, and Fariha Fatima 
and Farin and their parents to the Arawang 
community. 
 
On Thursday 18 May from 9:30-11:00am the 
school will be open to new and prospective 
parents to hear about our programs and have a 
tour of the school.  Jeni and I will talk to parents 
about our wonderful school and then parents are 
invited to join us and staff for morning tea.  If you 
know of anyone who is interested in enrolling for 
2018 please let them know about this 
opportunity.  Enrolments for 2018 are now open 
and enrolment is online through the Education 
Directorate website. Information and assistance 
is available through the front office.  Jeni and I 
are happy to talk to any parents interested in 
enrolling their child/ren at Arawang primary 
School.  Preschool and kindergarten information 
sessions will be held later in the year. 
 
Jeni Page will be rejoining us shortly after her 
leave.  I would like to acknowledge Ben Davies 
and Sue Cowie who have stepped into the deputy 
principal role last term(Ben) and over the last 
fortnight(Sue) and Mel Datson who has backfilled 
them in the SLC role.  It is wonderful to have such 
a talented team to step up when Jeni and I are 
out of the school. 
 
Judy Moore 

Principal 
 

ARAWANG NEWS 
 
Arawang Butterflies 
On the April 7- Amelia, Rose, Isabel, Olivia and 
myself (Angus Packwood) had a party to 
celebrate the end of term 1 with Mrs. Irene Evans 
(our hearing support teacher).  

We made pancakes with lots of toppings 
including, fruit, lollies, ice-cream, chocolate and 
maple syrup/sauces. After eating we played some 
board and card games. 



I was the host student this time and it was my job 
to fetch the students and to make sure they got 
back to their classes safely. I also made sure that 
everyone was cool, having a good time and not 
eat too many lollies that made them sick! 

I ate everything in sight and had 3 
pancakes!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 
 

Best wishes,  
Angus P 
 
NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be held next week, 9 – 
11 May. The assessments will be held during the 
morning and middle sessions, in the student’s 
normal classrooms and with their regular 
teachers. If you have any concerns about NAPLAN 
can you please contact your child’s teacher or 
Ben Davies on 6205 6877.  
 
Year 5/6 Camp 
A three day camp has been arranged for the 
students in years 5 and 6 from 14 – 16 June. The 
aim of this camp is to foster team work and to 
build relationships amongst the students and 
teachers. 
 
The focus for the year 5 camp will be the 
Australian gold rush period, with an authentic 
look at gold history, Australiana, mining and day 
to day life for people during these times.  The 
year 6 students will explore Aboriginal cultural 
activities, with hands-on opportunities to 
participate in traditional Gunya building, bush 

tucker walks, and Koori stories. A reminder that 
final payment is due by Friday 26 May.  

 

Ben Davies 
Executive Teacher 
 
Mathmatics Learning using hands-on materials 
At Arawang, we strongly believe that students 
need a wide variety of experiences to build 
understanding of mathematical concepts. 
Research has consistently shown that using 
hands-on materials is one of the most valuable 
ways to build understanding of concepts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To build understanding of positional language, 
this kindergarten class all have a block and a bear 
and are demonstrating the meaning of each of 
the words displayed on the board. This was done 
after reading a big book together to develop 
understanding of the language in a story context. 
This strategy allows students to show their 
understanding, gain or give support to each other 
– continuing to further cement their 
understanding. 
 
Jo Streatfeild 
Mathematics Coordinator 



Attention Parents / Carers 
Rushing to get the kids to school in the morning 

AND get a decent cup of coffee? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARAWANG HAS THE SOLUTION TO YOUR 
DILEMMA! 

Starting week 2, term 2 on Tuesday mornings 
between 8:15am – 9:15am, year 6 will be running 
their RISE AND GRIND café from the school 
canteen.  We will be serving real espresso coffees 
and hot chocolates $3.00. 

Note: Adults must be present to make the 
purchase – we are unable to serve children 
without an adult with them. 

All proceeds raised will go towards the annual 
year 6 gift to the school. 

 
Sustainability 
You may have noticed new mini wheelie bins 
around the school. These wheelie bins are to 
support the recycling of plastics, cardboard or foil 
that is often used to package lunches/recess 
treats and many other products that come into 
our school. All classrooms have a paper recycling 
crate and a mixed goods recycling crate so we 
can recycle as much as possible across the school. 
 Students, staff and parents are encouraged to 
use these bins on a daily basis for any waste 
items. Bins are emptied on a regular basis by our 
sustainability monitors. 
 
Waste Free Wednesday is another initiative of 
our sustainability team at Arawang. Students are 
encouraged to bring their recess and lunch to 
school every Wednesday in containers that can 
be taken home and reused, instead of in 
packaging that is not recyclable. Sustainability 

monitors gather data from each class on how 
many students are participating in this initiative 
each week. Your ongoing support for Waste Free 
Wednesday is appreciated.  
 
Alison Hicks  
Sustainability Team Leader 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Workshop 
Making Mathmatics meaningful 
With Theresa Shellshear 
 
Wednesday 10 May 2017 
6:00pm—7:00pm  
Arawang Primary School Library 
 
This workshop will provide you with information 
and strategies on how to support your child with 
mathematics at home. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Datson 
Executive Teacher 
 
 
Library and Book Club News 
Thank you to the volunteer parents and students 
who assist with covering, shelving and tidying of 
our library. 
 
New books are constantly being added to the 
collection. Students and parents are welcome to 
borrow regularly. 
 
The orders from the last Scholastic Book Club 
catalogue earned $360.00 worth of reward points 
which were used to purchase new books for the 
preschool and the library. Thank you to all the 
families who placed orders. 



 
The new catalogue (issue 3) has been sent home 
and online orders are due before 14 May. 
 
Anne Neilen 
Library Manager 
 
Aqua Safe Water Safety Program 
Our three year 2 classes started their water 
safety program at CISAC this week and so far all 
students have indicated they are loving the 
opportunity to learn how to be safe around 
water. 
 
Students have been assessed to see how 
confident they are in water, what they know 
about staying safe and if they can float, tread 
water and call for assistance. 
 
All students have been allocated to a group and 
will spend the remainder of the program 
developing their skills.  
 
On Wednesday students had to fall backwards 
out of a blow up dinghy, float on their back then 
get themselves to the edge of the pool. They also 
demonstrated how they could jump into deep 
water and get back to the side of the pool again. 
Parents are welcome to watch a session at CISAC.  
 
2P and 2KC from 10:05am -10:35am and 2J from 
10:40am – 11:10am. 
 
Sally Johnson  
Coordinator 

 

ARAWANG PRESCHOOL  
WESTON CAMPUS 

 
Elissa’s Pa came to visit us at Weston Preschool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Pa is a keen gardener and along with several little 
helpers dug up some weeds to clear the veggie 
patch and then planted some winter seeds.  

 

 

The children were enthusiastic about planting the 
broad beans which were big seeds and then the 
snow peas which were the smaller seeds.  
 

 
 
Pa talked with the children about how to look 
after the new plants and the children gave them 
plenty of water to help their roots settle into the 
ground.  
 

 
 
Thank you Peter (Pa) for sharing your skills with 
us. 
 



ARAWANG PRESCHOOL 
WARAMANGA CAMPUS 

 
Welcome back to term 2 at preschool!  

The children have been very excited to be back at 
preschool again. We have been looking around to 
see how much the preschool trees have changed 
over the holidays and have enjoyed continuing to 
learn about autumn. We have been out walking 
around the school collecting leaves and have 
used them to make artworks, examine on the 
lightbox with a magnifying glass, and to do 
science experiments.  

  

Last week the Turtles ground the leaves up and placed 

them in jars with Isopropyl, this extracted the pigment 

from them onto paper which was very interesting to 

observe! This is called Leaf Chromotography. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

We have also all spent time learning about 
ANZAC Day and its significance in Australian life. 
Some of the children went with their families to 
the Dawn Service at the War Memorial and 
enjoyed sharing their reflections with the class. 

With the weather getting much cooler, please 
ensure that your child comes to preschool with 
warm layers to put on when we play outside. 

 

SAKG RECIPE OF THE WEEK  

 
 
Fragrant plum jam 
 
Ingredients 
2kg plums (halved and stoned, then each half cut 
into quarters) 
1 teaspoon cardamom seeds, ground (taken from 
8 cardamom pods) 
1kg sugar 
1/2 cup lemon juice (strained) 
3 tablespoons orange blossom water 
 
Method 
In a pot, slowly bring the plum slices and ground 
cardamom to the boil over very low heat.  
 
Cook for 45 minutes, stirring frequently to 
prevent the fruit from burning on the bottom of 
the pan. 
 
Once the fruit is soft and pulpy, remove the pan 
from the heat. At this stage the fruit can be 
rubbed through a sieve if you prefer a fine jam, or 
you can use a potato masher to smooth out the 
consistency. 
 
Meanwhile, preheat the oven to 120° C. Put the 
sugar in a shallow baking dish and warm in the 
oven for 15 minutes. Put clean glass jars on a 
baking tray and warm in the oven for at least 30 
minutes. 
 
Add the warmed sugar to the cooked fruit, and 
place the pan back on the stove over a low heat. 



Gently stir the sugar through the fruit until it 
dissolves completely 
 
Once the sugar has dissolved, bring the mixture 
to a gentle boil, stirring frequently. Remove any 
scum that forms on the top, and continue boiling 
gently for a few minutes. Add the lemon juice 
and boil for another 5 minutes. 
 
Remove from heat and stir in the orange blossom 
water. 
 
Using a wide-necked funnel or small-spouted milk 
jug, fill the jars with the jam and seal while still 
hot, taking care not to burn your hands in the 
process – the jars will be very hot! 
 
Once the jam has cooled, label and date the jars. 
The jam will keep, unopened, for up to 12 
months. Refrigerate after opening and use within 
three months.  
 

P & C NEWS 
 
The Uniform Shop is open: 
Wednesday 8:45am – 9:15am and 
Thursday 2:45pm – 3:15pm 
 
Can You Help?   Are you available on a 
Wednesday morning or a Thursday afternoon?  
We are looking to boost our volunteer numbers.  
Anyone can do it!! You don't have to commit to 
every week, even once or twice a term will help 
to share the load or provide some backup when 
our regular helpers are not available.   
 
Please contact Lisa on 0414 529 050 
 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
Flexischools 
The canteen uses Flexischools online ordering 
systems for lunches. For a small fee, you do not 
need to find cash or a paper bag or the time to 
write an order. You can submit orders online, 
days or weeks in advance. The daily cutoff time 
for orders is 9am, except for the new late order 
service - see below. Simply set up an account at 
www.flexischools.com.au and transfer funds into 
it by credit card or EFT to create an opening 
balance.  Order lunches online.  Top up your 

account when the balance gets low. Order more 
lunches.  Top up again. etc   
 
Late online orders 
Flexischools has introduced an online late order 
service.  Ringing up for late orders will soon no 
longer be available. To encourage you to be on 
time, the “late order” menu is restricted to things 
that can be quickly and easily prepared. No treats 
or snacks are available.  Late order cut off time is 
11:30 am.  As you can appreciate, with often over 
100 lunches to prepare and pack, late orders can 
interrupt the well oil oiled machinery of lunch 
preparation.  However we won’t let children go 
hungry.  The late order menu is restricted to 3 
types of sandwiches, sausage rolls, party pies, 
fruit and drinks. Late ordering is now on the 
Flexischools home page.  
 
Online Special 
To encourage you to order online, each term the 
canteen has an online special.  We can’t tell you 
what it is - you have to go online to find out. 
 
New Online Menu Item - Nachos 
For a limited time, Nachos will be available on 
Thursday.  These can only be ordered online.  Log 
on to Flexischools and get your child their Mex 
fix!! 
 
Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Friday 12th May 8:00am – 9:00am 
Menu 
Coffee / Tea / Hot Chocolate 
Yoghurt / Muesli / Berry cups 
Scrambled Eggs  
Croissants with Ham / Cheese 
Sweet Muffins 
 
Calling all Cooks 
Your Donation of Sweet Muffins is sought.   
 

Calling all fathers!!  
The canteen will be serving up Breakfast for the 
Mums on Friday 12 May  between 8:00am and 
9:00am.  We have one Barista Dad booked to 
make the coffee.  Is there another who could be 
his offsider.  We’d love to have some Dad’s to do 
the counter sales of our breakfast food. 
 

 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/


 
Call for Donations…….  
We have had some wonderful donations so far, a 
huge thank you to all those who have contributed 
gifts for the Mother’s Day stall. If you haven’t had 
a chance to contribute there is still time to put 
something in the donation box, so that each child 
will be able to by an independently selected gift 
for their Mum or significant mother figure.  
 

Call for Help……. 
On Wednesday, 10 May, a team of helpers is 
needed to wrap all the wonderful donated gifts, 
and prepare the Mother’s Day Stall the following 
day.  
 
We will meet at 7:00pm outside the school 
library, and if you are already out at the 
Mathematics information session, come and join 
us. The more the merrier and the quicker we all 
get home.  It’s usually a bit of a laugh and a great 
way to meet some new people, we might even 
have a maths quiz to consolidate your learning 
from the Mathematics information session. Bring 
your own scissors and tape.  A light supper will be 
provided.  
  
Please email Alison at 
arawangpandcfundraising@gmail.com  if you able 
to help.  
 

Information on the Stall…. 
A email will come out early next week providing 
more detail on how the stall will operate, and 
how siblings can coordinate their gifts. 
 

Mothersõ Day Breakfast 

 
 

Come along to the Mother’s Day Breakfast, next 
Friday, 12 May from 8:00am. We will be serving 
breakfast from the canteen.  
 
Come along and enjoy ham and cheese croissants, 
scrambled eggs, yoghurt and muesli and to drink, 
tea, coffee, hot chocolate or juice. 
 
Pricing will range from $2.00 - $6.00 

 

Please come along and support this event. 
 

Heather Frisken 
P&C President 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 
Mount Stromlo High School 

Open Night 
Tuesday 23 May 2017 – 6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Enrolling Now for 2018 
In Term 2 we open our school to the public for 
prospective Year 6 students and their parents / 

carers who may be considering joining our school 
community for the following year. 

Open Night is a great opportunity to meet and 
talk to our school staff and many of our students. 

Prospective parents / carers and students will 
enjoy a tour of the school grounds, explore our 
classrooms, discover educational opportunities 
and experience what it’s like to attend Mount 

Stromlo High School. 
We look forward in seeing you there. 

 

 
Learning Endeavour Respect Pride 
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Student Injury 
Insurance and Ambulance Transport 
The ACT Education and Training Directorate does 
not provide any insurance cover for injury, 
disease or illness to students resulting from 
school activities or school-organised excursions. 
Claims for compensation are met where there is 
a legal liability to do so. Liability is not automatic 
and depends on the circumstances in which any 
injury, disease or illness was sustained. 
 
As there is no automatic insurance cover for 
personal injury if your child is injured at school or 
during a school organised activity/excursion you 
should therefore consider whether taking out 
personal insurance cover for your child is 
warranted. 
 
This insurance might cover contingencies 
including medical/hospital expenses, ambulance 
transport outside the ACT, and cancellation of 
transport/accommodation or loss of/damage to 
luggage. 
 
The ACT Ambulance Service provides free 
ambulance transport for students who are 
injured or suddenly become ill at school or during 
an approved school organised activity within the 
ACT. 

 
Death Cap Mushroom 
As the Death Cap mushroom can easily be 
confused with edible varieties, adults are also 
strongly advised not to touch, pick or eat any wild 
mushrooms. It is difficult, even for experienced 
collectors, to tell the difference between the 
Death Cap mushroom and edible wild 
mushrooms.   
 
All parts of the Death Cap mushroom are 
poisonous and eating part of a mushroom can be 
fatal.  Cooking the Death Cap mushroom does 
not make it safe. 
 
If you suspect that you or one of your family 
members might have eaten Death Cap 
mushrooms, you should seek urgent medical 
attention at a hospital emergency department. 
 
If you believe you have spotted a Death Cap 
mushroom, do not touch the mushroom with 

your bare skin. If it is in your own yard, the best 
option is to leave it be and make sure others stay 
away from the area. The mushroom will die in a 
few days.   
 

If you believe you have spotted a Death Cap 
mushroom growing in a public area, please 
contact Access Canberra on 13 22 81.   
 
For further information on Death Cap 
mushrooms, download the fact sheet online at 
http://www.health.act.gov.au/datapublications/f
act-sheets/environmental-health.  

 

The Smith Family Saver Plus 
Saver Plus is a free financial education program 
delivered by The Smith Family that can help 
families on lower-incomes pay for school costs 
like books, uniforms, laptops, and excursions, by 
matching their savings, dollar for dollar, up to 
$500. 
 
To find out more about Saver Plus visit 
https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/programs/fi
nancial/saver-plus or contact myself, the ACT 
Saver Plus Coordinator, Kathleen Watson,  
on 0448 730 305 or 
kathleen.watson@thesmithfamily.com.au. 
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