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Learning and Growing Together

November

23 Senior assembly hostda yearb
White ribbon day

29 Preschool turtles zoo excursion
(rescheduled)

December

5 Preschool welcome BBQ

6 End of year BBQ and concert
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Book pack information and order form
Movie excursion note
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ACT School Term Da2018

Term 1

Monday 5 February to Friday8 April

Term 2

Monday 30 April to Friday 6 July

Term 3

Monday 23 July to Frid&8 September
Term 4

Monday 15 October to Frid&1 December

REMINDER

Wednesday Breakfast Club 8.00 a®w5am
Wednesdays Sclha banking

Waste free Tuesdays

School Values
RESPECT
ENDEAVOUR
CREATIVITY
CURIOSITY
COMPASSION
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The end of the school year is fast approaching.
How quickly 2018 has disappeared. It will be only
four more weeks of school before waeak for
the Christmas holiday period. School ends on
Friday 21 December 2018 and resumes Monday 4
February 2019 for preschool, kindergarten and
new students to Arawang Primary School and
Tuesday 5 February 2019 for all other children.


mailto:admin@arawangps.act.edu.au
http://www.arawangps.act.edu.au/

The last fortnigh has been filled with so many
fun events at our school: the year 2 and year 4
assemblies; the colour fun run; visits to the zoo
for our preschoolers; presentations by year 5
students for the role of prime minister or deputy
prime minister for 2019; ourolunteers morning
tea; and the School Board, P & C and staff
meetings.

In addition it has been a very busy time for
teachers as they have been preparing end of year
reports, in addition to teaching each day in the
classroom, and for the front office $tavho have
been collecting money from the fun run and
completing many other administrative tasks.
Schools are incredibly busy places and | would
like to thank everyone who has had a role in
organising and facilitating any the above
activities.

Arawang &ines again
Tuesday afternoon was a very exciting time for

Well done to these 2G students. A wonderful

effort.
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Zoe M, Reuben B, Emma D and Madelelri-“é A

Planning and Reporting

The school executives and other staff have been
meeting to evaluate the success of the school
improvement strategies implemented this year in

literacy, numeracy and science. Very shortly a
report will be prepared for the Directorate and

Arawang PS at the inaugural ACTSmart Awards for the school community on our achievements

ceremony held at the Legislative Assembly
building in the city. Only five major awards were
given out, and our school picked up one of these.

See full eport later in the newsletter.
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| was delighted to acknowledge four more
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values of:

Respect

Endevour

Creativity

Curiosity

Compassion

throughout the year.

In the preparation meetings for the 2019 school
year that have been occurring of late, discussions
have focused on the introduction of programs
and strategies that would further improve
learning in the school. A greater emphasis on the
use of data to personalise learning, the
introduction of Futures Focused Learning and
improved student engagement in the learning
process, an emphasis on improgimwriting and
spelling, mathematics and science, and a
heightened focus on sustainability and cultural
awareness, will be key areas of our plan for 2019.

Volunteers in Schoolg Morning Tea

Last Thursday, the school held a thank you
morning tea, to acknwledge the wonderful
contribution of those people who volunteer their
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experiences at Arawang Primary School. Our
volunteers work in the school canteen, the
uniform shop, manage the school banking, help
out in the caé, listen to children read or work on
maths in the classroom or elsewhere, mentor our



young people on how to construct Meccano
models and help in a myriad of other ways.

Sincere thanks to all for your contribution to our
wonderful school.

More Partnerships for Arawang PS
Our school has been chosen to join with

Sport and Recreation Facilities, Transport
Canberra and City Services to help improve
existing Territory assets at the Waramanga
district playing fields.

Arawang students will learn howo create art
work for displaying on the nine sportsground
floodlighting towers. Each year group will be
allocated a pole for displaying their art work.
These decorated towers will represent
Indigenous totem poles. The art work will be
completed by the ad of this year.

An experienced local artist Kristie Peters from
Yarrundhamarra Creations wglide and mentor
our studentsand teachers and work with theho
design and produce thartworks. Thi$fK | y R &
learning experiencewill be another wonderful
opportunity for our students to enhance their
knowledge of our indigenous heritage and
culture.

This project will link in well with the construction
of our Indigenous garden and other similar
Indigenous themed projects that will be part of
the upgrade othe adjacent Waramanga pavilion,
that have been planned by the ACT government.

The school would like to thank Mick Roberts, our
amazing parent, for engaging our students in this
wonderful initiative.

Communication

As the school year ends, it is time teflect on
those things that made a difference either to the
learning of our children, or to the culture of our
school. If you would like to give me or other
executive staff feedbackon this levelthen we
will ensure that your voice is reflected in the
Action Plan for 2019.

If you have any concerns about any matters,
either classroom or general school ones and you
g2dd R tfA1S (2 OKIG oz
hesitate to make an appointment through the
front office to meet with me.

Looking forward to meting up with you at the
end of year family BBQ and concert.

Jeni Page

Principal
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DEPUTPRINCIPABR MESSAGE

Positive Behaviours for Learning

For the last 18 months, Arawang Primary has
been working hard to implement our Positive
Behaviours for Leamg (PBL) in our nen
classroom settings. This has included the
development of our whole school expectations of
Be Safe, Be Respectful and Be a Learmde
have also developed an awards system and
streamlined our behaviour = management
processes, which incles The Hive, our
restorative problemsolving spacelLast week, we
were assessed by the PBL team from the
Education Directorate and we are pleased to
announce that we received an exceptionally high
score of 90.7%. This means, the PBL team at
Arawang Primar will now focus on improving
expectations and systems in all of our classrooms.

Well done to all of the students, families and staff
for their efforts in improving school culture
through Positive Behaviours for Learning.

Reports

At Arawang Primary 8ool, we report twice a
8SIFN 2V | aidzRSy G Qa
Australian Curriculum. The Australian Curriculum
specifies the knowledge, understanding and skills
to be taught and learned within a given subject
area from kindergarten to year 6lhe semetgr 2
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be found here:

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

Ben Davies
Deputy Principal

Performance Indicators in Primary School (PIPS)
PIPS is an online assessment progtentertaken

to assess early reading, phonics and numeracy
skills of students in their first year of schodtl.is
conducted in February anccently kindergarten
teachers completed the November assessment.
The excellent enaf-year results reflect the hard
work that has taken place in kindergarten this
year. In reading more than 43% of students
made greater than expected growth and 41%
achiexed expected growth leaving 11% of
students not making expected growth with 5%
new students since the initial assessment. In
maths 19% of our students made greater than
expected growth and 48% achieved expected
growth with 23% not making expected growth
and 5% new students since the initial
assessment.Teachers use this enof-year data

to identify students for targeted support in year 1
and reflect on effectiveness of current
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Arawang teacher recognition
The work of a number of oualented Arawang

AE Student Report will reflect a summative teachers and students have been recently
result of student progress against the published. CI 0 KSNRa 5Fe Li2SY
Achievement Standard. [LyOSQa eSEN) n Otlaa o4
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For all learning areas (except English, Book newsletter which is read by teachers

mathematics and science) achievement is internationally.

reported once a year. For example, if history is
taught in senester 1, it will only be reported on

in that semester. Where specific English,
mathematics and science content from the
Australian Curriculum has not been taught in a
particular semester, then this will be indicated on
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Reports will be handed out in week 10 to all
students from kindergarten to year 6. Further
information about the Australian Curriculum can


http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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on The Writing Book Facebook page. They made
these gorgeous dioramas to explain the meaning
of their new words
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One of our year 2 teachers, Candace Goffin will
have photos of her quiet reading and writing
classroom spaces published in the newtebe
published book by Louise Dempsey and Sheena
Cameron.Go Aravang!

Michelle Maier
Deputy Principal

ARAWANG NEWS

Colour Fun Run

What a finish to the week. | was not sure what to
expect for the Colour Fun Run but it surpassed it.
Having everyone jump in and help, having fun or
being silly and contributing to the atmosphere

made this event incredibly speti

The three activity stations meanthat students
were spread across the back of the school. We
were very fortunate to have the ACT Fire &
Rescue truck there for the whole afternoon and
have an old tarpoline donated to the school by
Betta Canvas to maka muddy commando crawl
obstacle.



| don't think I have ever seen so many smiling
dirty faces in one spot. Parents and teachers
were showing that they were just big kids and
having a blast.

Many families have contributed to the
fundraising side of the ewe. All money
contributions should have been completed and
prize ordering made by Friday 23 November. We
are very close to know exactly how much money
was raised for the Indigenowgarden but figures
suggest around $14000. What an awesome start
for this amazing school resource.

Thanks to everyone who support the event.
Paul RobertsorPE Coordinator

Sustainability News
This week Arawang we will

be celebrating
National Recycling WeekStudents will be
participating in activities such as our Ganer
Deposit Scheme poster competition arydar 1
Waste Challenge.

The poster competition encourages students to
make a poster about theContainer Deposit
Scheme and there will be prizes for best entries.
We are commencing the Container Deposit
Schemeat Arawang in week 7 (next week).
Through this scheme, families can bring eligible
containers to school in a plastic bag and drop
them off in a bin at our back car park. These
containers will be recycled, and each container
earns our school 10 cents. If yowould be
interested in assisting us by volunteering to drop
off the containers at Phillip Salvation Army every
few weeks, please let the front office know and
we will be in touch with you. For more
information go tohttps://actcds.com.au/

The Waste Challengaims to encourage classes
to keep their waste for the day within a 2L ice
cream container. If classes use our current paper,
mixed and soft plastics recycling as well as our
compost, they should ha& no problem. Just to
be sure though, spot checks will be completed to
ensure correct disposal and to nominate the best
participating classes.
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Also this week, staff from Arawang attended the
ACTActsmart Schools Sustainability Awardall
the amazing work being done around
sustainability has earnt us not one, but two
Actsmart Schools Sustainabilitpmmendations
Arawang received ahighy commended for
Actsmart Sustainable School of the Year and we
are very proud ofAlison Hickswho received the
ACT Actsmat Schools Sustainability Leadership
Award Out of 23 nominations from across the
ACT, Alison won the Leadership Award for her
work around sustainability at Arawang. Alison
wasacknowledgedor her work in building a staff
sustainability team consisting of I§aJohnson,
Linda Simmons, and Tracy Ng, and encouraging
students to participate in sustainability initiatives
across the schoolleni Page, Alison Hicks, Sally
Johnson and Linda Simmons were able to attend
the awards ceremony on behalf of Arawang
Primary Please congratulate Alison on her
achievements when you see her next.

Papua New Guinea Stati@ny Drive

Currently in Papua New Guinea, schools have a
shortage of statioery. The situation hass so
bad, teachers are carefully snapping pencils so
two students can have a pencil rather than one.

We want to support Buk Bilong Pikinini because
Papua New Guinea currently has the lowest
literacy rates in the Pacific. Something must be
done so these students can have a bright future.
We would greatly appciate if you could donate
school stationery supplies or moneyPlease
donate money to the website or give your
unused books and pencils to the front office. The
website link isdonations@bukbilongpikini.org
Payments can be made via email or Paypal.

Could you please donate the money and/or
stationery by the 14December (Friday week 9).
The year 6 school parliament would love to help
Buk Bilong Pikinini charity support these students
inneedand M1 S I RAFFSNBYOS
vulnerable children.
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you can use to change the waild Nelson
Mandela.

Thanks for your support
Members of the Year 6 Parliament 2018
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ARAWANG PRESCHOOL

The Echidnas and ¢hKoalas had a wonderful day

at the zoo on Tuesday 20 November. The
children had a great time seeing all the animals
and walking around the whole zoo! They did so
well, as it was such a hot day! We think everyone
would have slept well that night! Thamku to all

of the fantastic parent helpers who came along
to help make the day such a success.

Please keep an eye out for notes coming home
with important end of year dates. If you have
ye ljdzSadAazyas LI SFasS I aj
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